2022 February General Membership Meeting

​​​Huntington Community First Aid Squad

2022 General Membership Meeting​​​​​​​​

Date:  February 14, 2022​​​

Officers:

	President Fiona Witkowski
	PRESENT

	Vice President 
	VACANT

	Secretary Lehti Laas
	PRESENT

	Treasurer Roger Winter
	PRESENT

	Jeffrey Daniels
	PRESENT

	Robert Franz
	PRESENT

	Thomas Lemp
	PRESENT

	Carol Nucci
	PRESENT

	Chief David Kaufman
	PRESENT

	First Deputy Chief Kathryn Donegan
	PRESENT

	Second Deputy Chief Dale Bartolomeo
	ABSENT

	Third Deputy Chief William Connolly
	PRESENT

	Chief Dispatcher Michael Capotosto
	ABSENT

	Sunday Co. 1 Captain Jacob Levinsky
	ABSENT

	Monday Co. 2 Captain John Connors
	PRESENT

	Tuesday Co. 3 Captain Joseph Savaglio
	ABSENT

	Wednesday Co. 4 Captain Dominic Heavey
	PRESENT

	Thursday Co. 5 Captain Colin Weigele
	ABSENT

	Friday Co. 6 Captain 
	VACANT

	Saturday Co. 7 Captain Steven Benjamin
	PRESENT


Meeting called to order at 19:40 hours 

Secretary Lehti Laas reported to President Fiona Witkowski that the required quorum of 

50 members are present per the sign in sheet.

Members in Attendance: 59
Pledge of Allegiance Lead by Richard Gierbolini - President Fiona Witkowski asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence for all departed HCFAS members and for all of those who serve in the armed services to America.

Presidents Report - Fiona Witkowski

The President and the Officers and Committees have posted all reports on the white board instead of giving oral reports. Any questions regarding the information on the white board should be asked when that office gives their report. 

Congratulations, Get Well Wishes and Prayers:

Get Well Wishes and prayers are being sent to Mary Jane Woznick for a complete and speedy recovery.

Our Deepest Condolences are being sent to Eric Autz on the Passing of his Mother, Geraldine Autz. Our thoughts and Prayers are with Eric and his Family during this difficult time.

Longevity Awards (Length of Service): Chief will announce on his report for (5-15 years).

25 Years of Service:

 Lehti Laas #938

Lehti Laas Member #938 – Twenty-Five (25) Years of Service - Lehti has been a member 

at HCFAS for 25 years and I think she may be the longest serving Hispanic member within 

our organization. Her father was an Estonian World War II refugee who met her Puerto Rican mother here on Long Island. Lehti was born in Huntington Hospital and raised in Huntington Station. She joined the Squad in 1997. She became a Driver and then a Crew Leader in 2002 

and was elected to the Board of Directors in 2009 where she served for six years. Lehti has been the Assistant to the Secretary for many years and recently returned to the Board as our Secretary.
While continuing to volunteer at HCFAS Lehti completed four (4) years of medical school and obtained her Master of Health Services Administration (MHSA). That was when she decided to switch her efforts at HCFAS towards the Health Administration side of the organization. After a decade as an EMT/Crew Leader/Driver/Dispatcher at HCFAS, she decided to use her talents in Board and committee work. 
Lehti is currently working with the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) and she 

is an Advisory Board member at Northwell Health – Dolan Family Health Center. 
Thank you, Lehti for your twenty-five years of hard work, loyalty and outstanding service to the Huntington Community First Aid Squad!

Motion made by Jeffrey O’Neill and seconded by Alison Russo to change the order of business for a Special Election for Friday Day Captain.

Motion Approved Unanimously

Only eligible active members (non-probationary) are allowed to nominate and vote at this time.

Secretary Laas reported that in accordance with the By Laws all eligible voting members were notified of the special election for Friday Day Captain and Director via post card via USPS.

The Secretary received written resignations from Friday day Captain Kathy Castillo and Director Michael Como. 
President Witkowski opens nominations for the office of Friday Day Captain and Roger Winter nominates Alexander Hastava and he accepts this nomination. After asking three times President Witkowski closed nominations for Friday Day Captain. 
Motion by Brian Canty and seconded by Roger Winter for Secretary Lehti Laas to cast one 

(1) affirmative Ballot for Alexander Hastava.
Motion Approved Unanimously
  Congratulations, and Best of Luck to Alexander Hastava on your new position as Friday Day     

  Captain.

Motion made by Brian Canty and seconded by Mark Brenner to destroy the ballot.
Motion Approved Unanimously

Motion made by Jeffrey O’Neill and seconded by Alison Russo to change the order 

of business for a Special Election for Director, due to Michael Como’s resignation.
Motion Approved Unanimously

  President Witkowski opens nominations for the office of Director. Steven Benjamin nominates   

  Paul Bayer and Brian Canty nominates James Mallilo. Both Candidates accept the    

  nominations.  After asking three times, President Witkowski closed the nominations for  

  Director.

Prior to voting, Director Jeffrey Daniels requested that each candidate, Paul Bayer and Jim Mallilo say something about themselves. Both candidates complied with this request and  

gave a brief speech regarding their credentials.

  Secretary Laas made a roll call of members present and ballots were distributed.  Due to an   

  error on the number of ballots distributed, a second roll call and distribution of ballots was   

  made. 
  Results of election ballot vote counts:

  Paul Bayer – 26

  James Mallilo - 27

  Congratulations, and Best of Luck to James Mallilo on your new position as Director.

Motion made by Secretary Lehti Laas and seconded by Director Robert Franz to destroy the ballots.  

Motion Approved Unanimously

President Fiona Witkowski – Report Posted
Happy Valentine’s Day!

Thank you to everyone who is working here this evening rather than going out and enjoying 

the evening with their loved one. Thank you to all of you who come in every week and especially those of you who come in multiple times every week. Thank you for finding a replacement when you can’t come in for your shift – it makes your Day Captains job much easier.

I like working here and I hope it shows. This is a rewarding job. The people are friendly and dedicated and they work hard. I hope you like working here too. If you have thoughts about 

what would make this organization better, please let me know - I’m always open to new ideas.

Secretary’s Report – Lehti Laas  ​​​​
 
. If you can help at all please let me know!
No Motion was made to approve the January 2022 GMM Minutes as the number

of eligible and probationary members are needed to complete the Report.

Since the January meeting, we received correspondence for Services Rendered: Sharon Levy and Melissa Anastos & Irene Barrett (2 calls, 2 letters); Good & Welfare: Evan & Rebecca Naliboff, family of deceased life member Judy (Naliboff) Baldwin and Richard Gierbolini for fruit basket; and a Valentine’s blessing and note from inactive member Donna Trainor. All cards and letters are posted on the bulletin board.

Treasurer’s Report – Roger Winter – Report Posted 

	TREASURER'S EXPENSE REPORT

	
	January 11, 2022 – February 14, 2022
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	6000
	EMS
	
	$      2,716.39
	

	
	6100
	Vehicles
	
	$    15,602.16
	

	
	6200
	Building
	
	$    23,054.91
	

	
	6300
	Utilities
	
	$    11,473.71
	

	
	   6400
	Communications
	$      5,113.12
	

	
	   6500
	Professional Fees
	$      7,500.00
	

	
	   6600
	  Insurance
	$      8,088.81
	

	
	6700
	Office
	
	$      1,918.84
	

	
	6800
	Uniforms
	
	$      1,626.90
	

	
	7000
	Training
	
	$      2,536.70
	

	
	   7100
	Public Relations
	$           65.00 
	

	
	    7300
	Subsistence
	$      5,183.44
	

	
	    8000
	Other Expenses
	$         593.26
	

	
	
	
	
	 $   85,518.24
	


Chief’s Report – David Kaufman – Report Posted

Happy Valentine’s Day Everyone,

Thank you all for coming on this Hallmark holiday. Thank you to our new Friday Day Captain 

Alexander Hastava and to our new Director Jim Mallilo for stepping up. Your contributions

are very much appreciated.

Fortunately, we were able to return to our in person GMM. I am lucky to be sitting up here 

next to our 2022 President Fiona who is doing a great job so far.

Welcome to new member Michael Morrell to Friday 1500. He is a former Post Member/EMT.

We will be participating in the St. Patrick's Day Parade on March 13th at 1400. The parade route will be just north of the Huntington Train Station along New York Avenue before turning west onto Main Street ending at Saint Patrick's Church. Meet at HQ in Class "A" uniforms no later than 12:45. If you do not have a Class A uniform, you are to wear white button shirt, blue flat pants, red jacket and black shoes. At the conclusion of the parade everyone is invited back to the squad with a guest for a corned beef and cabbage dinner. Thank you to the special events committee for organizing this dinner.

For our ALS providers, we have new controlled substance agents.  Lead Paramedic Alexander Mullin is the new HCFAS controlled substance agent. Paramedic Michael Moccaldi is the alternate controlled substance agent. Please contact them with any issues or questions.

I would like to give you an update on Bryx911 and our text paging. Through all of January and half of February. Our text paging and Bryx911 were sending only approximately half the text pages. Bryx911 is working at 100% as of last week. The members who are currently using Text messages (SMS) primarily may want to switch to Bryx911 temporarily until a text paging fix is made available or permanently. I have a solution in the works, but no ETA.

We are aware of the ongoing issues with the ePCR laptops and it will be addressed. We have laptops on backorder, but like everything else there are supply issues. We are investigating temporary solutions and hope to have something ready soon.

I will briefly address our mutual aid rate for January and the first week of February. Despite 

the valiant efforts of many of our crews and signal 3 responders, we mutual aided a substantial amount of calls the first month of the year. There were a variety of factors at play including a high call volume and the previously mentioned text paging issues and I do not expect this to continue. 

Fortunately, our neighboring departments stepped up and helped us out, but, we also need to 

help ourselves. If you find yourself with a few minutes here and there, turn on your pager, Bryx911 or radio and see if we need help. Let's get this back down over the next month. We 

have new Captains who may not know your availability, so please feel free to reach out to 

them with your availability. 

3 on a 16 Awards:
Bob Biersack

Tom O’Leary

Length of Service Awards:
Joshua Abraham 
1507
5 years

Eric Kramer

1508
5 years

Danielle Raynor
1509
5 years

Jeffrey Daniels
1358
10 years

Thank you again to our new Captain and our new Director. I am excited to work with both of you. If I don’t see you in between, I look forward to seeing you all at the Installation Dinner.

First Deputy Chief – Kathryn Donegan – Report Posted

Happy February! 

2022 is off to a busy start at HCFAS. Thank you for you dedication to our organization! I want to thank Kenney Cadet and Julia Vodopia for taking over the standby committee as well as Dave Mohr for taking over the PULSE, I truly appreciate your help. 

COVID-19 continues to be very present in our community and in communities around us. Please continue to be vigilant in your hand washing and PPE and continue to wear masks in the building whenever you are not eating or drinking. Do not come in if you are experiencing symptoms. If you are positive or have concerns, Ryane Como is currently handling COVID related issues and can be contacted at ryanecomo@gmail.com.

We are in the first quarter of the year. Everyone needs 48 hours per quarter. Please remember to finger in and out on the same shift. If you are going to miss a shift, plan to make up the hours by coming in early and staying late or doing another shift entirely. We are about halfway through- everyone should have roughly 24 hours at this point.
For Company 8 members, please reach out if you need any support in knowing which shifts are in need. As a reminder, let the day captain know when you will be in so they can add you to their roster and onto a crew.

Please keep an eye out regarding communications concerning standbys.

If you have any concerns, please reach out to your captain and chiefs so we can assist you in a timely manner.

Stay Safe and Healthy! Happy Valentine's Day to ALL!

Second Deputy Chief – Dale Bartolomeo  – Absent - Report Posted and Given by First Deputy Chief Kathryn Donegan

Happy February Everyone!!

This months review training topic is “Electrolyte Imbalances: Signs, Symptoms, & Medications”

YES! This training was a little more on the difficult side! Please if anyone has any questions please reach out to me.

Reminder:
Last months review training consists of 3 parts. This is state mandated and needs to be completed by every member. The deadline to have this completed is February 28th. If the training is not completed the member will be ineligible to receive a gift card at the end of the year. Also, it will be at he Chiefs discretion to further decide on suspending any member who has not completed this training before February 28, 2022.

Please complete ALL monthly review training on a monthly basis.

Please remember all PCR’s must be completed and faxed within four hours If anyone needs more then 24 hours to complete a PCR they must Email myself and the chief with the reason why.

Anyone looking to take an EMT Refresher or original course there are multiple postings in the ready room.

Currently putting dates together to hold Check and inject, BLS CPAP and 12 Lead classes. 

Anyone who needs to take a CPR, Check and Inject, BLS CPAP, or 12 lead! Please use this QR code below to register for a class and i will try to coordinate as needed. (when COVID-19 Calms down again).



[image: image1.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE  "https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/X5lloyzwvxSM5LY1zuPEfM1QRQzgo-LFmjYY9TovJBkExpDgRkJ5mAhmD3f3dfrG2JiBfcI5p5mY5KiQ_ZoG6YXc7Dkcx0JyS0LVb-2jjRueR5KlpAVsrn29nXEJ-0b-pCvHXvbP" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE  "https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/_IJcdBma_qgWRrztwY_K2Rp_nPDjdY2yc0uAUiEl46M0QARLY45hgG1HfBeGhkEhQiepydvzYGn-ehvZigUzJNMM2eBpK2uLoEJboPbluA_FvfF9CHgo3trKG6Jezx4E-HwSWxSn" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image3.png]( £LS 6’/’6(/’





 INCLUDEPICTURE  "https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/DgK284sn2M8OEf_o3s-gnZNkP1yZcv_bc4BR_YyQYmrX5vsvuuReHCDO43cgZ5RkQeXTlqCgHr4CQhLMTb4kIWgWpdW8-VM97oPR_UJPJnXHnLonMh8qc2gM7_to62j5ju-Q-adR" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image4.png]=] 7=
( »1:71-:-1['
72 waw






Huntington Hospital Update:
COVID-19 cases are on the rise again.

Crews should continue to communicate with the ED via radio transmission of the patient’s transport. The ED will in turn notify Mother/Baby to anticipate your arrival.

ESO:
When we respond to MVA’s it is important to get the car insurance information and document on the PCR. Our insurance company is now also asking for us to document the license plate number as a backup ONLY. This does not mean we do not try our best to get the insurance information. Make every effort to get all the information. 
Please reach out to me if you have any questions.  Let’s have a Great Year!
	

	


Third Deputy Chief – William Connolly – Report Posted

Greetings Members:

As we begin 2022, we have already had multiple vehicle problems. Our vendors, especially ACE Auto Center, Specialty Fleet Services and the vehicle maintenance committee have worked tirelessly to keep the vehicles in service for us. At the present time we have all units in service, including Unit #81which recently returned from 9Th Street Auto Body.

We are well stocked with medical supplies and PPE. However, because of supply chain delays, new stretcher mattresses are on backorder.

Drivers please be advised we have changed the location for fuel receipts, they should now be placed in mailbox number 26. Please remember to write your name and number on the receipt.

Please be well and continue to drive safely.

Chief Dispatcher Michael Capotosto – Absent - Report Posted
Dispatch Training: Congratulations to our newest Dispatchers, Sheon Bacchus, Thomas Reddy, William Meitz and Stephen Whitcomb!

Thank you to the Dispatch training committee for getting our newest members through training so quickly!

Call Statistics: 
We closed out January with a total of 528 calls, transporting 93%, up from 83% last month.  

We’ve had 12 24’s in January, up from 9 in December, putting us at 2.27% for the month. We have had people respond to the building as backup personnel 60 times this month, down from 74 in December. Thank you everyone for listening up. 

As always, pagers are available for Drivers and Crew Leaders who live in district – if you’re interested speak to myself or your Day Captain. 

Company 1 - Sunday Day Captain Jacob Levinsky – Absent - Report P​osted ​​​

Hello everyone and Happy February. 

I hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy. We have had one (1) 24 in January. This is my first 24 of 2022 and let us try to make it the last. 

I would like to thank everyone who has answered up, filled in any empty shifts and overall helping out in any and every way on Sunday. Thanks to Colin Weigele, Jackie deBruin, Keith Davis, Pamela Brenner, Kenney Cadet, Brett Dowler, Paul Bayer, John Stevens and anyone else. 
As always, please remember to Clock IN and OUT on the same shift after completing either your 4 or 8 hour shift. You can use the finger reader by dispatch and the back door to see what time you clocked in so you can now tell what time you need to clock out to receive credit for the full shift. 

Also, don’t forget to do your weekly checkouts and to clean up after yourselves after every call. If you use something on the rig, please clean up and restock if necessary. You are not the only one who uses the ambulances and think about how you would feel if you found the ambulance you are using is messy and missing equipment. 

Help is needed on the 0700 Shift: A Driver is needed on 1100: A Driver is needed and overnight 2300 Shift a FULL crew and a Dispatcher are needed; If anyone is available to help out, please let me know.

Company 2 - Monday Day Captain John Connors – Report Posted

Good Evening,

It has been awhile since I have been up here, but I am back. It is an absolute honor to be Captain for Monday. Monday is where I started my time here at HCFAS, it is where I grew into the man I am today. Not because of the experience, but because of the members I was surrounded by. There is so much that one can learn and gain from being a part of Mondays. That being said, we are looking for 2300 and 1100 crews. 

I want to thank everyone that has been coming in to help out, Michael Capotosto (Chief DP), Jackie deBruin, Jake Levinsky, Kat Kallergis, Tom Lemp and Jeffrey O’Neil. I would like to Congratulate members, Sheon Bacchus and Thomas Reddy on passing their dispatch tests and for advancing. I would also like to welcome Tom Shirripa from Thursdays to our 1500 shift, we are all very happy to have you! 

Here on Mondays we are constantly growing and advancing. I would like to shout out to our paid Medic, Joe McCaffrey for all his assistance and willingness to teach in all his time here. 

Thank you.

Company 3 – Tuesday Day Captain Joseph Savaglio – Absent - Report Posted and Given by Captain John Connors

First, I would like to thank Nicole Terenzi, Nicole Campbell, Robert Loysch, Betty Wood, 

Dana Silverstein & Andrew Giusto for their help on the 1100 shift.  

On the 2300 shift I would like to thank Elizabeth Mohr, Eric Nazinitsky, John Menard, Sean Harkins, Jake Levinsky and Brett Dowler for their help and assistance.  

Without these dedicated members we would not have had the amazing month we had on Tuesdays.  

We are looking for help on the 1100 Shift. I need crew leaders and drivers. On the 2300 shift we are looking for a permanent Dispatcher. Please contact me if you can help!  

I also want to thank all the Tuesday members for their hard work and dedication!  

Keep up the Good Work!!! 

Company 4 - Wednesday Day Captain Dominic Heavey – Report Posted

Good Evening Everyone and Welcome to February 2022.
Let me start off by letting everyone know Wednesday has had 5 Signal 24’s in January and as of today we have had 3 more in February, bringing Wednesday total of 8 Signal 24’s so far for 2022. With that being said I am asking if everyone could PLEASE listen up on Wednesday as I need help. To those of you that have being answering up thank you very much.
Wednesday has had a total of 77 calls for the month of January 2022.
Crew # 1 CL:
  Crew # 2 CL & DR
with ALS 
on the 07:00/11:00


  Crew # 2 CL or DR
with ALS
on the 11:00/15:00





        ALS 
on the 15:00/19:00


  Crew # 2 CL or DR


on the 23:00/07:00
Please take a look at last Modified Roster that is enclosed and can also be found on line.
I know I mentioned this in the Pulse article but I would like to thank those members who came in and helped out on Wednesday's through January. #56 Bobby Loysch,  #1454 Jonathan Menard, #1083 Richard Rudolph,  #1592 Keith Tamayo, #1581 Jacqueline deBruin, #1535 Jeff O'Neill, #1030 James Mallilo, #1343 Fiona Witkowski, # 921 Ann Maloney, #1665 William Meitz,  #1553 Colin Weigele,  #1399 Elizabeth Wuestman, #1502 Vanessa Cortez-Hernandez, #1512 Brandon Eybergen and  #1647 Claudia Villatoro, 
To All Company 4 Members thank you for getting your January Review training done in time.
Welcome to Member #1623 Juliet Costa to the 11:00 Shift who is also in the ACL program and 

#1502 Vanessa Cortez-Hernandez to the 23:00 shift as our Permanent Dispatcher. Vanessa Just received her 5 Year Service Pin.
Congratulations to Member #1652 Alana Marino on becoming a Crew Leader. Congratulations to Member #1655 Alyssa Wohl and #1623 Juliet Costa on entering the ACL program.
Now for some good news, on Wednesday, January 19th, 2022 the 22:00-07:00 shift responded to a Maternity Call. When the Crew arrived on scene they found the mother to be in the front seat passenger side in Labor. Upon examination of the mother it was decided to wait for the Baby to be delivered. Moments later, there she was, a Baby Girl. Mother and Baby were transported to Huntington Hospital and everyone is doing great. Crew #1619 Kenney Cadet (Dispatcher),  #1581 Jacqueline deBruin (CL), # 973 Dominic Heavey (DR), #1409 Daniel Mugavero (2-15-89) and #70049 Megan Mudrack (EMT-P).
If you need to be fitted for the N-95 mask please Text or call me at 631-742-9766.
Company 5 - Thursday Day Captain Colin Weigele – Absent - Report Posted

Hello again Everyone, 

I’m happy to say Thursdays have had a good start to the year, and I'm hoping to continue 

going strong. 

Thank you all for your help and hard work so far this year, it does not go unnoticed and I appreciate it all.  

As always, Some help is still needed on Thursdays:

A Driver is needed on the 1100, 1500 and 2300 Shifts

A Crew Leader is needed on the 1100 Shift

If anyone is able to help please let me know!

Again, thank you for all your help and amazing work.

Company 6 - Friday Day Captain Alexander Hastava (Elected this Evening) – No Report 
Company 7 - Saturday Day Captain Steven Benjamin – Report Posted

Saturday has seen its call volumes normalize to the mid teen range the last month after seeing call volumes over 20 throughout late November and December. We have been ending up with not only full crews and 3 or 4 person crews on most shifts propped up by Post 215 that has provided 4 current riding members and 2 more in Dispatch. Many of the young CL, ACL’s 

and FA’s helping out are former Post members and members whose number start with a 16 something.  I only have 16 Saturday members who are on schedule on a regular basis. Saturday has been a day of opportunity for those looking for experience. I will find you an appropriate shift and position if you let me know of your interest. 

Right now some shifts have no regular presence and need to be filled each week, in particular a 0700 Crew Leader, 1500 Crew Leader, a 1500 Driver and 2300 Second Crew and a Dispatcher.

Congratulations to Alyssa Sorenson and Matt Philip on coming off probation and to Kieran Weaver who is now a Crew Leader and was quickly pressed into action.

ALS continues to be a need all day and is more urgent given all the inexperienced members propping up the day. Our only regular presence, Paid Medic, Alex Mertz moved to Tuesday morning. I am trying to offset this with larger crews to take some pressure off of Crew Leaders, however, this is not something I care to see go on for too long.

Stay Safe Everyone! 

Delegate & Committee Reports:

LOSAP 2021 Points – Bob Franz 
The 2021 LOSAP Point listing posted on the bulletin board is being updated periodically.  It is requested that each member review their points and report in writing any discrepancies to the LOSAP point committee. The report will be updated for the committee chairs and delegates later this week. All review trainings had to be completed & submitted by December 31, 2021 to be eligible for LOSAP points for 2021. Please check the basket located on the right- side counter top above the mail folder drawers for any LOSAP forms that were rejected for various deficiencies. Please correct the deficiency and resubmit to the LOSAP form mailbox. 

NYS Income Tax Claim for Volunteer Firefighters’ & Ambulance Workers’ Credit for 2021 – Bob Franz
You can claim the $200 refundable credit for 2021 on the NYS Department of Taxation and Finance Form IT-245.  As per the instructions, you cannot claim the credit if you receive a real property tax exemption that relates to your volunteer service under Real Property Tax Law. The ambulance workers’ credit is available to full-year NYS residents who are active volunteer ambulance workers for the entire tax year for which the credit is claimed. A copy of the Form IT-245 & instructions is posted on the bulletin board. If you have any technical questions, consult your independent tax advisor. 

10 % Property Tax Exemption – Bob Franz 
The filing deadline with the Town of Huntington (TOH) Assessor is Tuesday March 1, 2022 for property tax year 12/01/22 to 11/30/23. The property must be owned by the volunteer or the volunteer and spouse only. Members who are currently receiving the 5-year or 20-year status tax exemption will have their year’s status renewed by the Squad by the deadline date. 

Current recipients who moved or sold their home prior to March 1, 2022, or had other ownership changes, please drop a note with your detail information in Bob Franz’s mailbox. If you moved and purchased another home, you must fill out a new application form for your new residence.  

Members who will be eligible for the first time (achieved at least 5 years or more of squad service by 3/1/22 and own a home (title must transfer by 3/1/22), please complete an application form and place it in Bob Franz’s mailbox before Friday February 4, 2022. Application Forms were put in your squad mail folder and are also posted on the bulletin board.

To be eligible, the property must be owned by the volunteer or the volunteer and spouse only, the property must be your prime residence and be in the Town of Huntington and you must have 5 years of active squad service by March 1, 2022.  

For members with 20 or more years of squad service by March 1, 2022, the property can be located anywhere in Suffolk County (Call Bob Franz at 631 421-9121 or email me at robo4200@hotmail.com for specific details). 

A 20-year certification will be submitted to the Town Assessor for those members currently receiving a 5-year tax exemption and have achieved 20 years of squad service from 3/2/21 – 3/1/22.

Note for members currently receiving the property tax exemption: If you do not want the Squad to renew your property tax exemption on 3/1/22 because you intend to take the $200 NYS income tax credit for calendar year 2023, please put a note in Bob Franz’s mailbox prior to February 15, 2022.

NYSVARA - DISTRICT 7 – Andrea Golinsky

New York State Volunteer Ambulance & Rescue Association - District 7
HCFAS has paid individual membership dues for members on the roster as of October 25, 2021.  In error invoices for $15.00 were sent to our members. If any member has paid this invoice, please contact me so I can request a refund on your behalf.  Proof of payment is needed.

The date for PulseCheck 2022 has been announced. This year sees a return to in person activities and classes. The conference will be held at the Desmond Hotel in Albany, Thursday, October 6th thru Sunday, October 9th.  The Committee has sent out a request for speakers.  The class schedule will be sent out soon.

The next District 7 meeting will be held via Zoom tomorrow evening. Any member interested in attending please let me know and I will forward the information to you.

Renaissance Downtown – Andrea Golinsky - I am not aware of any meetings currently being held or scheduled.

Benevolent Committee – James Barkocy & Brian Canty – If there is a need from any member please contact Jim Barkocy or Brian Canty for assistance.

Explorer Post 215 – Susanna Otto & Kenny Cadet – Post 215 currently has over 20 active members and continues to meet every other week, although, we did need to go virtual for a couple of months due to the pandemic. Recent Post meetings included (in person) ambulance orientation (how to use the equipment on the rigs and where it is located); patient extraction including use of the stair chair, Reeves stretcher and scoop stretcher; diabetic emergencies, trauma and medical assessment; shock assessment and treatment; and last month’s mandatory training.  Post officers put together training material and conduct the training with the advisors filling in the blanks and giving their own personal experiences.

Ten (10) Post Members are regular contributors on shifts throughout the week including, Isha Dave, Ashley Genao, Ori Baer, Monica Rios, Noah Ramos, Stephen Whitcomb, Orla Roberts, Mike Morrell, Brooke Briganti, Emily Cruz and Maggie Hughes. If you find yourself on a call with a Post Member you can assume they are skilled and will be helpful if given the opportunity.

Fund Drive Committee – Mary Brenner – Total Donations $5,138.00. The First Wave for 2022 will be mailed in early March.

Pulse Committee – David Mohr – All Reports and Articles are due the 25th of the month. 

Special Events Committee – Brian Canty – Responses for the Installation Dinner are

Closed. Installation Dinner will take place on Saturday, March 5, 2022 at the Larkfield

Manor in East Northport.

Stand-By Committee – Kenney Cadet - Hi everyone my name is Kenney. Happy Valentine’s ​​​​​​​Day for the hundredth time today. We have a couple of standbys coming up. We have Greenlawn FD on the 26th of this month, they have their Installation Dinner. I still need a First Aider. Our next one is Wyandanch-Wheatley Heights Ambulance Corp. They also have their Installation Dinner on 3/12/22 and they need us there for (2) shifts which are the 1700-2300 and 2300 to 0500. At the moment I only have a First Aider. I still need a Driver and Crew Leader. Please sign up on the sheets located downstairs in the ready room. I also have Huntington and Huntington Manor’s fire trainings in Yaphank but those don’t start till April. To the probationary members, I know you need the events so please come see me as I will help you out and get you on some standbys. Any member wanting to get onto a standby please reach out to me my number is on the standby sheets downstairs. Thank YOU!

In Closing:
Has everyone fingered in?

Thank you to those who have helped: 

Social and Kitchen Committees: A Special thanks to Lisa Mohr, Bob Biersack, Angie Kalodoukas, Carol Nucci, Gregory Orr, Christy Stiles and Claire Tesoriero

New Business: 

Brian Canty – A Defensive Driver Course is being planned sometime in March. Details to Follow at a later date.
Old Business: None

Various Raffles:

Bottle of Asti Spumante – Lorrie Stone

Bottle of Asti Spumante – Elizabeth Wood

Boxed Chocolate Heart Candy – Michael Morrell
Boxed Chocolate Heart Candy – Joanne Vogel

Boxed Chocolate Covered Cherries – Michelle Franco

Chocolate Dove Truffles – Lisa Mohr

Chocolate Dove Truffles – Carolyn Mullen

Chocolate Dove Truffles – Christy Stiles

Chocolate Dove Truffles – Christine Tedone

Chocolate Rose Bouquet – Alison Russo

Chocolate Rose Bouquet – Ann Schwartz
Gift Basket – Robert Biersack

Gift Card $50.00 – Kenney Cadet

Zorro’s Café $50.00 Gift Card – Dominic Heavey

Members in Attendance: Eligible Members 55, Probationary Members 4, Total: 59 

Motion made by Brian Canty and seconded by Lehti Laas to adjourn the General Membership meeting at 2040 hours.
MOTION APPROVED UANANIMOUSLY

Respectfully Submitted,

Christine A. Tedone

Recording Secretary

Lehti A. Laas

Secretary

Draft posted: March 8th, 2022

Draft Approved: March 2022
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