2022 March Informational General Membership Meeting

​​​Huntington Community First Aid Squad

2022 Informational General Membership Meeting

Date:  March 14, 2022

Officers:

	President Fiona Witkowski
	PRESENT

	Vice President Thomas Lemp
	PRESENT

	Secretary Lehti Laas
	PRESENT

	Treasurer Roger Winter
	ABSENT

	Jeffrey Daniels
	ABSENT

	Robert Franz
	PRESENT

	James Mallilo
	PRESENT

	Carol Nucci
	PRESENT

	Chief David Kaufman
	PRESENT

	First Deputy Chief Kathryn Donegan
	PRESENT

	Second Deputy Chief Dale Bartolomeo
	ABSENT

	Third Deputy Chief William Connolly
	PRESENT

	Chief Dispatcher Michael Capotosto
	ABSENT

	Sunday Co. 1 Captain Jacob Levinsky
	ABSENT

	Monday Co. 2 Captain John Connors
	PRESENT

	Tuesday Co. 3 Captain Joseph Savaglio
	ABSENT

	Wednesday Co. 4 Captain Dominic Heavey
	ABSENT

	Thursday Co. 5 Captain Colin Weigele
	ABSENT

	Friday Co. 6 Captain Alexander Hastava 
	ABSENT

	Saturday Co. 7 Captain Steven Benjamin
	PRESENT


Meeting called to order at 1941 hours 

Secretary Lehti Laas reported to President Fiona Witkowski that the required quorum of 

50 members has not been met per the sign in sheet (eligible members 47). This will be

an Informati​​​​​​​onal General Membership meeting.

Members in Attendance: 56

Pledge of Allegiance Lead by Richard Gierbolini – President Fiona Witkowski requested that everyone remain standing for a moment of silence for all HCFAS Members, departed HCFAS Members and for the Citizens of Ukraine.
Presidents Report - Fiona Witkowski

The President and the Officers and Committees have posted all reports on the white board instead of giving oral reports. Any questions regarding the information on the white board should be asked when that office gives their report. 

Get Well Wishes and Prayers:

Get Well Wishes and Prayers are being sent to James Barkocy who is being treated at Memorial Sloane Kettering.

It is with Deepest sympathy that we announce the passing of Bedel Saget’s Mother-in-Law, Lola Blair who died as a result of a hit and run accident. Our thoughts and prayers are with Bedel and his entire family.

Longevity Awards (Length of Service): Chief will announce on his report for (5-15 years).

30 Years of Service:

Michael Barker #862

Joanne Vogel #861

Michael Barker #862 – Thirty (30) Years of Service – Life Member - Mike took his first EMT class in the 1970,s, when he and his wife Nancy lived in Massachusetts and started raising a family. He wanted to learn basic medical knowledge in case one of their children had an accident of course, when any of the kids had a misadventure he was working and not available! In March 1992 Mike joined HCFAS and took an EMT course and became a driver. For the first eight years he worked the Sunday overnight shift, then moved to daylight hours and he became Chief Dispatcher in 1998; he joined the Board of Directors in 2005 until 2006.  
Because of his involvement in recruitment, he decided to teach the American Red Cross Course Responding to Emergencies; this was a required course for all prospective candidates for HCFAS membership for many years and he and Nancy taught that course and CPR for twelve years (I was one of their pupils).  He became Chief Dispatcher again in 2019 until 2020 and continued organizing and refining the dispatch process with new computer programs and equipment, which he does to this day. Dispatch training has now been reduced to an average of two months, the lowest it has ever been.
During Super Storm Sandy Mike dispatched for a 24 hour period. When a tree fell in the street, the ambulance driver would call for alternative routes. When cars were stalled and blocked other roads, Mike calmly directed all the ambulances to substitute roads. His level headedness in communicating with all the ambulance drivers was outstanding.  All calls were covered that day. 
Mike was awarded Life Membership in 2020. Thank you from all of us for all you have done and continue to do for the Huntington Community First Aid Squad.
Joanne Vogel #861 - Thirty (30) Years of Service – Life Member – Joanne became a member of HCFAS on March 26, 1992. She was the Co-Chair of the Social Committee in 1995 and she was schedule coordinator from 1995 until 2000. Joanne became a Crew Leader on June 1, 1999 and she served as the First Aid Supply Chairman from 1999 until 2006. She became a Driver on February 13, 2003. Joanne was the Company 5 Day Captain from 2004 until 2005 and she also served as the Second Deputy Chief from 2006 until 2007. She was awarded Life Membership 

in 2008 and was a BLS Instructor in 2017 and she was the Chairman of the Life Membership Committee in 2017. Joanne was active as a member on the Holiday Party Committee and she became a CPR Instructor in 2020. Thank you from all of us for all you have done and continue 

to do for the Huntington Community First Aid Squad.

AWARDING OF CERTIFICATES FOR LENGTH OF SERVICE AS ANNOUNCED AT THE MARCH 5, 2022 INSTALLATION DINNER:

                                                           20 Years of Service

                                                            Fritz Barreau #1025

                                                            James Mallilo #1030

                                                            Donald Roulo #1017

                                                            Christy Stiles #1024

                                                           25 Years of Service

                                                            Nancy Barker #930
                                                             Ann Gabriel #919

                                                             Casey Stone #920
                                                          30 Years of Service

                                                           Hugh O’Brien #853

                                                          35 Years of Service                                                                                      

                                                          Laura Treulich #743

                                                          45 Years of Service

                                                           Mary DeWan #436

                                                         50 Years of Service

                                                          Martha Brenner #236

                                                    Life Membership Award

                                                           (Posthumously)

                                                            Matthew Sisinni                     

President Fiona Witkowski – Report Posted
Our Installation dinner was held at the Larkfield Manor in East Northport on Saturday, March 5th. Everything went very smoothly thanks to the careful planning of Brian Canty and the Special Events Committee. The food was very good and there was and there was an excellent selection of desserts. I hope everyone who attended had a good time. Brian is already planning next years event.
Please remember to get insurance information for your patient. If you cannot get insurance information, at least try to get their social security number and a phone number. A recent 

random sample showed that insurance information was missing on one out of every two

PCR’s and this is unacceptable.
All victims of motor vehicle accidents should have their motor vehicle insurer documented 

(not their medical insurance) – PD can often give you this information. Make a habit of noting the license plate number of the vehicle, just in case, and our billing company can trace the insurance company with this information.
After you have entered the patient’s name and date of birth, remember to click the green box labeled “search”. If we have transported this patient before all their information will be in ESO: medications, allergies, medical history, insurance – this makes life much easier.
 
. If you can help at all please let me know!
Since the February meeting, we received correspondence for: Thank you for donation of Surplus non-used equipment from the Terry Farrell Firefighters Fund. All cards and letters are posted on the bulletin board.

Secretary’s Report – Lehti Laas 
No Quorum  – Minutes will be presented at the April 2022 General Membership Meeting

for approval.
 
. If you can help at all please let me know!
Since the February meeting, we received correspondence for: Thank you for donation of Surplus non-used equipment from the Terry Farrell Firefighters Fund. All cards and letters are posted on the bulletin board.
 If you can help at all please let me know!
Outgoing Directors and Officers in 2021 were:
President Seth Fischer

Director Brian Canty

First Deputy Chief - Ryane Como

Monday Day Captain - Paul Bayer

Tuesday Day Captain - Elizabeth Mohr

Wednesday Day Captain - Eric Nazinitsky

Saturday Day Captain -Casey O'Riordan

Vice President - Michael Como (2022)

Friday Day Captain - Kathleen Castillo (2022)

Treasurer’s Report – Roger Winter – Absent - Report Posted 

	TREASURER'S EXPENSE REPORT

	
	February 15, 2022 - March 14, 2022
	

	
	6000
	EMS
	
	 $         7,755.71 
	

	
	6100
	Vehicles
	
	 $         6,777.26 
	

	
	6200
	Building
	
	 $         9,579.85 
	

	
	6300
	Utilities
	
	 $      18,063.34 
	

	
	  6400
	Communications
	 $         9,285.24 
	

	
	  6500
	Professional Fees
	 $         6,042.80 
	

	
	6600
	Insurance
	
	 $      10,545.58 
	

	
	6700
	Office
	
	 $         1,981.72 
	

	
	6800
	Uniforms
	
	 $         1,370.85 
	

	
	 6900
	Members Inspect
	 $      40,119.00 
	

	
	7000
	Training
	
	 $         1,742.00 
	

	
	 7300
	Subsistence
	 $         4,961.93 
	

	
	 8000
	Other Expenses
	 $         4,562.12 
	

	
	
	
	
	 $   122,787.40 
	


Chief’s Report – David Kaufman – Report Posted

Good Evening Members,

Thank you all for coming to the Parade and the Installation Dinner. At the parade we had a great turnout with about 50 people participating. Thank you to Brian Canty, Lisa Mohr and Christy Stiles for providing the corned beef and cabbage dinner.
Please make sure to clean the ambulances after you are done and do checkouts to find any expired items.
Please sign up for standbys. The Fire Department Yaphank Standbys are coming up and there 

are several others.
Three (3) new laptops are in service. Contact the EPCR committee or an officer with any questions about the new laptops.
EMT Cards were all extended by a year. Please contact the Second Deputy if you have any questions. SCM and ESO will both reflect your new date now.
Unit 81 was in another accident. As always, be mindful of your surroundings.
There are no length of service awards up to fifteen years this month.
3 on a 16 Gift Cards:
Paul Bayer and Brandon Eybergen
If you need a pager please contact the Chief Dispatcher.
Thank you all for your excellent work over the past few weeks. We have been doing a 

great job covering our calls since the middle of February so keep up the great work. 

Have a Happy Saint Patrick’s Day.

Installation Dinner held on Saturday, March 5, 2022 at The Larkfield Manor

Presentations by Chief David Kaufman and Operational Officers:
The following member’s were recognized as Twenty Year (20) Exempt Members: 

Fritz Bareau 

Ona Mastroianni 

Donald Roulo 

Christy Stiles

The following members received Officer’s Awards:

Dispatcher of the Year - Christy Stiles 

BLS Provider of the Year - Jacqueline deBruin 

Driver of the Year - Felix Medina 

Probationary Member - Marissa Lindner 

Administrative Member of the Year - Lisa Mohr 

Distinguished Member of the Year - Ryane Como
The following Members are the Top Responders to calls: 

John Stevens - #1627 - 282 

Robert Loysch - #56 - 310 

Brett Dowler - #1546 - 311 

Esteban Lopez - #1519 - 354

Kenney Cadet - #1619 - 359 

Robert Biersack - #1423 - 388 

Colin Weigele - #1553 - 442 

Paul Bayer - #1505 - 459 

Jacqueline deBruin - #1581 - 466 

Jacob Levinsky - #1529 - 700
First Deputy Chief – Kathryn Donegan – Report Posted

Thank you to everyone who came out for the Installation Dinner and yesterday’s parade, it was great to see everyone! Special thanks to those who helped organize and execute both of these events.
We are in the last month of the first quarter and off to a busy year! Please be diligent with checking your hours and submitting any adjustments that are needed.
Please be diligent about doing checkouts and taking care of the rigs when returning from a call. Crews should be cleaning up after themselves and restocking what's needed. Double check to make sure all equipment is turned off and that it's in good shape for the next call.
We're in a good place as COVID-19 is concerned, but we aren't completely out of the woods yet.  If you are positive or have concerns, Ryane Como is currently handling COVID-19 related issues and can be contacted at ryanecomo@gmail.com.
Again, we are nearing the end of the first quarter of the year. Everyone needs 48 hours per quarter. Please remember to finger in and out on the same shift. If you are going to miss a shift, plan to make up the hours by coming in early and staying late or doing another shift entirely.
For Company 8 members, please reach out if you need any support in knowing which shifts are in need. As a reminder, let the day captain know when you will be in so they can add you to their roster and onto a crew.
Please keep an eye out regarding communications concerning standbys as we have a large number of them coming up in the next few months.
If you have any concerns, please reach out to your Captains and Chiefs so we can assist you in a timely manner.
Second Deputy Chief – Dale Bartolomeo  – Absent - Report Posted

Happy March Everyone!
Yes, it is true everyone’s EMT certifications have been extended for another year. So if your card was going to expire initially in August 2021 it was already previously extended until August 2022. Now with the additional One (1) year extension it would now be good until August 2023. If your card went down in December 2021 it will now expire in December 2022 so, if you need to finish CME’s or take a refresher now is a good time to finish your CME’s or start thinking of a refresher course. If you recently refreshed your certification (Example 1/1/2022) it will now be valid until 2026.

Review Training:
This months review training topic is “UTI’s”
Please complete all monthly Review trainings on a monthly basis.
EPCR’s:
Please remember all PCR’s must be completed and faxed within four hours If anyone needs more then 24 hours to complete a PCR they must Email myself and the chief with the reason why.
Classes:
Anyone looking to take a EMT Refresher or original course there are multiple postings in the ready room.
I am Currently gathering dates for a 12 Lead Class. Please Stayed tuned.
Anyone who needs to take a CPR, Check and Inject, BLS CPAP, or 12 lead! Please use this QR code below to register for a class and I will try to coordinate as needed. (When COVID-19 Calms down again).
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Huntington Hospital Update:
Yes, COVID-19 is slowing down once again! Please continue to wear masks on all calls and place a mask on your patient if they can tolerate wearing it.
Crews should continue to give pre hospital notifications for severe and traumatic calls so ER staff has time to prepare for your arrival. They don’t really like surprises.
ESO:
When we respond to MVA’s it is important to get the car insurance information and document on the PCR. Our insurance company is now also asking for us to document the license plate number as a backup ONLY. This does not mean we do not try our best to get the insurance information. Make every effort to get all the information. 
Please reach out to me should you have any questions. 
Third Deputy Chief – William Connolly – Report Posted

Greetings Members,
I hope you all had an enjoyable February. I would like to thank the vehicle maintenance committee for their diligence and effort keeping the vehicles on the road. There have been 

many complaints recently about the cleanliness of the ambulances. Always remember to be vigilant in cleaning up after a call and always perform checkouts prior to any calls.
 If you see something you believe needs urgent attention, please notify your Captain to ensure the information reaches the appropriate party in a timely fashion. I can be reached at (516) 457-0967 or Third.Deputy@HCFAS.org
I look forward to seeing everyone at the Installation Dinner and the Saint Patrick’s Day parade.
Chief Dispatcher Michael Capotosto – Absent - Report Posted

Dispatch Training: Congratulations to our newest Dispatchers, Patrick Kennedy and Liam Komatsu!
Thank you to the Dispatch Training committee for getting our newest members through training so quickly!
Call Statistics: 
We closed out February with a total of 429 calls, transporting 82.8%, down from about 93% last month. 
We’ve had another 12 24’s this month, with 12 24’s in January, up from 9 in December, putting us at 2.8% for the month. We have had people respond to the building as backup personnel 36 times this month, down from 60 in December. 
Friday was the busiest day of the week for February, averaging 18 calls per day, seeing as many as 27 calls on 2/4. Coming in at a close second was Wednesdays with 17.3 average calls per day. 
We did experience some issues with Bryx paging and text paging. Text pages are still a known issue; however Bryx paging should now be more reliable. 
I’d like to take a moment to remind dispatchers to make sure you’re doing the “Signal >> Add” in the CAD – The “CL Needed”, “Driver Needed”, “CL/DR Needed”, “Manpower Needed” signals are what trigger the pages to show up in Bryx, so please add them in a timely fashion! 
As always, pagers are available for drivers and crew leaders who live in district – if you’re interested speak to myself or to your Day Captain. 
Company 1 - Sunday Day Captain Jacob Levinsky – Absent - Report P​osted ​​​and Given 

by Captain John Connors

Hello Everyone, Happy March and PI day. 

I hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy once again. I also hope everyone had a good time during the St. Patrick’s Day parade. Thank you to those who came in during the day to help out. We have been 24 free in month of February. I would like to thank everyone who has answered up, filled in any empty spots and overall helped out in any and every way on Sunday; Colin Weigele, Jackie deBruin, Kenney Cadet, Tom Schirripa, Jeff O’Neill, Dale Bartolomeo, Brett Dowler, Paul Bayer, John Stevens, Brandon Eybergen, Casey McCormack, Andrew Taylor and everyone else. 
As always, please remember to Clock IN and OUT on the same shift after completing either your 4 or 8 hour shift. You can use the finger reader by dispatch and the back door to see what time you clocked in so you can now tell what time you need to clock out to receive credit for the full shift. The end of the quarter is at the end of this month and I have the Q1 hours posted on the bulletin board. Please take a look at your hours and make sure you are on track. Also, don’t forget to do your weekly checkouts and to clean up after yourselves after every call. If you use something on the rig, please clean up and restock if necessary. You are not the only one who uses the ambulances and think about how you would feel if you found the ambulance you are using is messy and missing equipment. 
Help is needed on the 0700 shift: a driver is needed; 1100 shift: a driver is needed and overnight (2300) shift: full crew and dispatcher is needed; If anyone is available to help out please let me know.
Company 2 - Monday Day Captain John Connors – Report Posted 

HCFAS Membership,
Almost three months down and less than a handful of 24’s. This is not because of the lack of calls, Monday’s are far from a representation of dull moments. Let me paint a picture for you, last week we had a total of 22 calls for the day (0800 hours- 2330 hours), the morning started off with a cardiac arrest and the evening we had a house fire to highlight a few of the exciting events. Of the 22 calls our members answered 16 calls in 6 hours, every call was completed. We did not have full crews for the shifts to begin with, but miracles happened and we made it work with what we had. 

I want to thank Bob Biersack and Sharyn Cullen-Kutcher for staying late last Monday, Bobby Loysch for coming in to drive. Jeff O’Neill, thank you for all your help, you truly are a Rock Star and I am happy to have you anytime. And every other member on Monday that came in early and/or stayed late to make this happen. A big thank you to our Medic Joe, your presence is truly rewarding to our membership and we are grateful to have you. Everybody on Monday has been stepping up. Monday members truly are the epitome of what teamwork is. I can’t say this enough, it is truly an honor to be your Captain and fellow member. 
Mondays are still in need of Crew Leaders on the 1100 & 1500 shifts and the 2300 shift needs two full crews. The 2300’s have been getting a lot of action recently and I would like to thank Jackie deBruin for showing up week after week and holding it down. Alex Hastava, Marissa Lindner and Devon Linden I appreciate all your help as well. You are all welcome anytime! 

Lastly, a big congrats to members Sheon Bacchus & Thomas Reddy on passing your ambulance orientation and moving on to FA/ACL’s. Both are EMT’s and already making a great impact on Mondays with their dedication and strive for excellence.

Company 3 – Tuesday Day Captain Joseph Savaglio – Absent - Report Posted and Given 

by Captain John Connors

First I would like to thank Robert Loysch, Betty Wood, Heidi Magerle, Steve Zeth, Salvatore Esposito & Andrew Giusto for their help on the 1100 shift.  
On the 2300 shift I would like to thank Liz Mohr, Eric Nazinitsky, John Menard, Joanne Cunningham and Brett Dowler for their help and assistance.
We are looking for help on the 1100 Shift.  Need crew leaders and drivers.  On the 2300 shift we are looking for a permanent Dispatcher and crew leaders and drivers to help out.  Please contact me if you can help!
Thank you to all the Tuesday members for their hard work and dedication!
Company 4 - Wednesday Day Captain Dominic Heavey – Absent - Report Posted and Given by Captain John Connors

Good evening everyone and I am sorry I am not at tonight’s meeting. My report is as posted.
It was great to see everyone at the Installation Dinner on Saturday and a big thanks goes out to Brian Canty and his committee for doing a great job. We also just had the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in Huntington this weekend and again it was great to see everyone. Great job done by the kitchen committee on getting such a great meal ready for us on such a cold day.
I desperately need HELP this week as I will NOT be in town on Wednesday, March 16th, 2022. I need help for the 0700 to 1100 Shifts, Crew Leader 2nd Due; 1100 to 1500 Shifts, Crew Leader for 1st & 2nd Due; 1500 to 1900 Shifts, Crew Leader for 2nd Due.  ALS needed for 0700 & 1100 & 1500 Shifts.
Wednesday we had 3/24’s in February 2022 which brings Wednesdays YTD’s and a total of 24/24 for our department for 2022.
I would like to thank the following members who helped out in February on Wednesday:
#1665 William Meitz; #1454 Jonathan Menard; #1595 Luke Bartolomeo; #1619 Kenney Cadet; #1361 Richard Cortes; #1581 Jacqueline deBruin; #56 Robert Loysch; #1592 Keith Tamayo; #1455 Maria D. Aviles; #1480 Eric Nazinitsky; #500224 Noah Ramos; #500225 Monica Rios; #1390 David Kaufman and #1627 John Stevens. 
To ALL members who ride on Wednesday’s please remember to CLEAN up after yourself when you are finished with your call and remember to replace all equipment you or your crew has used.
March Review Training is out so let’s get it done.
There are only 3 weeks left in this quarter so if you need hours now is the time to get them done there are a lot of open shifts on every day. Please HELP out the Captains by filling these SHIFTS. Remember you have to have 48 hours done in the quarter to be in good standing.
HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY TO ALL!!
Company 5 - Thursday Day Captain Colin Weigele – Absent - Report Posted and Given 

by Captain John Connors

Hello again everyone. I hope you’re all doing well.
Sorry I’m not able to make the meeting tonight because of work, but Thank you all for your 

help and hard work so far this year, it does not go unnoticed and I appreciate it all.  
Welcome Sean Delle #1675 to Thursday 1100 shift. Sean started last week and I believe be will 

fly through dispatch training and we’ll have him on the road soon. We’re looking forward to working with you! 
As always, Some help is still needed on Thursdays:
A Driver is needed on the 1100 1500 and 2300 Shifts
A Crew Leader is needed on the 1100 Shift
If anyone is available to help please let me know!
Again, thank you for all your help and amazing work.
Company 6 - Friday Day Captain Alexander Hastava – Absent - Report Posted and Given by Captain John Connors

Happy Friday Everyone! 

I am very excited to be serving as Friday Captain for the remainder of 2022. As this is my first GMM report of the year, there is not much that I have in terms of updates; however, in the up coming weeks I want to make it a point to meet everyone on their respective shifts and listen to any suggestions or concerns that come up. It may be a bit difficult for me to cover Friday evening shifts until the end of May as I am completing the internship portion of my paramedic program and have rotations early on Saturday mornings. I am looking to make Fridays more interactive and engage with the on-duty crews as much as possible. I plan on sending out weekly emails consisting of important information and updates regarding any and all Friday matters.
I want to take a moment to Congratulate Michael Morrell (#1672) on his endorsement to Crew Leader from ACL after successfully passing the new ACL exam with flying colors.
A warm welcome back to James Kelly (#1523) and Kat Kallergis (#1555) who are returning back from their leaves.
For this Friday, a 2nd Due Driver is needed for the 1500 shift and a Full 2nd due crew is needed for the 2300 (overnight). Any and all help is greatly appreciated! 

Please ensure you are completing your monthly review trainings, and ensure that you are going through the proper channels with regards to any and all operational matters.
Again, I look forward to a fun and productive year as your new Company 6 Day Captain!
Thank you!!
Company 7 - Saturday Day Captain Steven Benjamin  - Report Posted

Saturday had a great February and early March. We saw the return of one member from medical leave, the renewed participation of 4 members who were previously not showing up, the addition of Ori Baer to out 2300 and the following promotions: Matt Philip to Crew Leader, Mike Morrell to Crew Leader, Odaly Velasquez and Ori Baer to ACL.  

We have not had a 24 since the beginning of the year and had very few signal 3’s except for ALS pages. I am anticipating possibly 3 more members being promoted to Crew Leader and 2 more members starting as ACL this month.  

Thank You to Thursday Captain Colin Weigele who has been very prompt with those meeting on meeting with those in the ACL program and giving guidance or promotion. Last year, Company 7 saw only one promotion to Crew Leader.
We still have pockets of high need each week.  We have no ALS all day which means the young crew leaders are growing up fast.  

We do not have a permanent 2300 Dispatcher or Driver and need a second due Crew Leader on the 0700 shift and second due driver on the 1500 shift.
Delegate & Committee Reports:
LOSAP 2021 Points – Bob Franz 
The Final 2021 LOSAP Point listing is posted on the bulletin board.  It is requested that each member review their points and report in writing with documentation any discrepancies to the LOSAP point committee no later than March 12, 2022. Please check the basket located on the right- side counter top above the mail folder drawers for any LOSAP forms that were rejected

for various deficiencies. Please correct the deficiency and resubmit to the LOSAP form mail box before March 12, 2022. The final LOSAP point listing must be submitted to the Town of Huntington by March 25, 2022 for Town Board Approval.
NYS Income Tax Claim for Volunteer Firefighters’ & Ambulance Workers’ Credit for 2021 – Bob Franz
You can claim the $200 refundable credit for 2021 on the NYS Department of Taxation and Finance Form IT-245.  As per the instructions, you cannot claim the credit if you receive a real property tax exemption that relates to your volunteer service under Real Property Tax Law. The ambulance workers’ credit is available to full-year NYS residents who are active volunteer ambulance workers for the entire tax year for which the credit is claimed. A copy of the Form IT-245 & instructions is posted on the bulletin board. If you have any technical questions, consult your independent tax advisor. 
10 % Property Tax Exemption – Bob Franz 
All bulk renewals and new applications for 2022/2023 tax year were delivered to the Town Assessor’s office on February 24, 2022. Approximately 130 members should be receiving the property tax exemption for the 2022/2023 tax year.

NYSVARA/DISTRICT 7 - Andrea Golinsky - The March District 7 meeting will be held at HCFAS on Tuesday, March  8, 2022 at 7:30 PM. 
The EMS Memorial Ceremony, dedicated to those who died in the line of duty, usually held in May has been postponed until Tuesday, September 20, 2022.
PulseCheck 2022 – Andrea Golinsky – PulseCheck 2022 has been scheduled for October 6th thru October 9th at the Desmond Hotel in Albany. There will be some changes in the conference format this year. Look for information being sent to your email addresses that are on file.
Renaissance Downtown - Andrea Golinsky - There is nothing new to report at this time. Still waiting for the DOT approval to transfer the LIRR parking lot property to Town of Huntington and then sell it to RD.
Benevolent Committee – James Barkocy & Brian Canty – If there is a need from any member please contact James Barkocy or Brian Canty for assistance.

Fund Drive Committee – Mary Brenner – As of March 2022 no Deposits were made. First

Wave has been mailed out.

Pulse Committee – David Mohr – All Reports and Articles are due the 25th of the month. 

QA/AI Committee – Fiona Witkowski - Dr. Brandler gave a non-core CME on refusing medical attention (RMA) last Monday. His main take home points were:
1. There is no such thing as a “lift assist”. Consider what is going to happen to that person after you put them back in bed, or back in their chair: are they going to fall again?

2. Make sure you get two sets of vitals for every RMA.

3. Adults who understand the consequences of not going to hospital can refuse treatment/transport. Anyone over 70 is a “high risk” RMA and Medical Control needs to be contacted. Anyone under 70 can also be a “high risk” RMA – trust your instincts.

4. Listen to the health practitioners on scene, they usually know more about the patient than we do. If a doctor states that their patient needs to go to hospital, trust their judgment. “Do as you would be done by” and treat other healthcare professionals with respect and professionalism.

Special Events Committee – Brian Canty – The Annual Children’s Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 16th, 2022 at the Jefferson Elementary School.
In Closing:
Has everyone fingered in?
Thank you to those who have helped: 
Social and Kitchen Committees: A Special thanks to Lisa Mohr, Bob Biersack, Angie Kalodukas, Carol Nucci, Christy Stiles and Joanne Cunningham.
New Business: 

By Secretary Lehti Laas - There is a collection for Ukrainian war relief efforts.  The sites we were going to drop items off to are at capacity.  We are looking for additional drop off sites.

The Secretary's Office needs assistance with Excel and Word documents.  If you have a few extra hours, please let me know. Thank you, Lehti
Old Business: None

Various Raffles:

Bailey’s Irish Cream – Nancy Barker

Bailey’s Irish Cream – Ona Mastroianni
Ceramic Egg Cooker – Karen Martin 

Chocolate Dove Truffles – Robert Biersack 

Chocolate Dove Truffles – Angie Kalodoukas

Chocolate Dove Truffles – Richard Rudolph 

Finnegan’s Gift Card – Brian Canty 
Gift Basket – Jerry Hernandez

Shamrock Gift Card- Joanne Cunningham
Members in Attendance: Eligible Members 47, Probationary Members 9, Total: 56 

Motion made by and seconded by to adjourn the General Membership meeting at

2042 hours.

MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Respectfully Submitted,

Christine A. Tedone

Recording Secretary

Lehti A. Laas

Secretary

Draft posted: April 5, 2022

Draft Approved: April 2022
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