



Huntington Community First Aid Squad
Informational General Membership Meeting

July 11, 2022
	President Fiona Witkowski
	PRESENT

	Vice President Thomas Lemp
	PRESENT

	Secretary Carol Nucci
	PRESENT

	Treasurer Roger Winter
	PRESENT

	Jeffrey Daniels
	ABSENT

	Robert Franz
	PRESENT

	Lehti Laas
	ABSENT

	James Mallilo
	ABSENT

	Chief David Kaufman
	PRESENT

	First Deputy Chief Kathryn Donegan
	ABSENT

	Second Deputy Chief Dale Bartolomeo
	ABSENT

	Third Deputy Chief William Connolly
	PRESENT

	Chief Dispatcher Michael Capotosto
	ABSENT

	Sunday Co.1 Captain Jacob Levinsky
	PRESENT

	Monday Co.2 Captain John Connors
	PRESENT

	Tuesday Co. 3 Joseph Savaglio
	ABSENT

	Wednesday Co. 4 Captain Dominic Heavey
	PRESENT

	Thursday Co. 5 Captain Colin Weigele
	ABSENT

	Friday Co. 6 Captain Alexander Hastava
	ABSENT

	Saturday Co. 7 Captain Steven Benjami
	ABSENT


Meeting called to order at 1930 hours
Secretary Carol Nucci reported to President Fiona Witkowski that we did not have a quorum of the needed 50 eligible members.  Pursuant to the sign in sheet there were 42 eligible members.
Therefore, this meeting will be for informational purposes only.

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jeff O’Neill. President Fiona Witkowski asked us to remain standing and have a moment of silence to support the residents of Ukraine and to remember the victims of the shooting in the Chicago suburb on July 4, 2022.

Congratulations to Rodriguens and Prime-Flores Gabriel on the birth of Gianna Faith on 5/26/22.
Roger Winter was briefly hospitalized but is with us this evening.

Secretary’s Report- Carol Nucci

Reports from day captains, officers and Board of Directors are posted on the white board. If you have any questions you can ask during their presentations.
Since we don’t have a quorum this evening, we cannot make a motion to accept June’s GMM minutes. In addition to the white board, they have been posted on the bulletin board over the mail folders in the ready room.  

We received correspondence from the following:

A thank you note from Roger Winter for the plant he received during his recent recovery.
A thank you from Diane Muszynski for our support for her family on the loss of her father.

A thank you and donation from Michael O’Leary (Tom O’Leary’s cousin) in the memory of Tom O’Leary

A note of condolences to the squad for the loss of our member Tom O’Leary from former member Joseph Kaempf.

President’s Report- Fiona Witkowski

This month I would like to give a big shout out to all those members who come in every week to do an overnight shift. It’s not that I appreciate you more than those who work other shifts, it’s just that I wouldn’t be able to function during the day without a full night’s sleep. So, a special thank you to all you night owls, especially the ones who do multiple night shifts in a month. As Steve Benjamin said recently, if everyone under 50 could commit to one overnight a month in addition to their own shift, we would be in better shape.

Every month I talk about remembering to get your patients’ insurance information and yet our figures still hover around 50% -- half the time nobody collects insurance information. It is essential that someone on the crew is responsible for doing this otherwise the Town may reduce our operating budget. If you have any questions on how to complete a PCR, please contact the Second Deputy (Dale), Jake Levinsky or Colin Weigele.

If you have a problem, a solution or a suggestion as to how we can make things better, please let me know. My door is always open!

Tonight, in addition to our regular raffles, Brian Canty will conduct a separate raffle for Mets tickets.  If you’re a Mets fan and interested in winning those tickets, please see Brian.

Treasurer’s Report-Roger Winter

TREASURER'S EXPENSE REPORT ---June 13, 2022 - July 9, 2022 

6000

EMS


$ 3,771.44
6100

Vehicles

$. 8,790.41

6200

Building

$ 8,492.13
6300

Utilities

$ 5,451.83
6400

Communications
$.   569.98

6600

Insurance

$.    –

6700

Office


$.    640.43

6800

Uniforms

$.  1,562.80
7000

Training

$.     306.00

7100

Public Relations
$      456.00

7300

Subsistence

$.  1,755.56

8000

Other


$.  2,324.97 
                             TOTAL 

$ 34,121.55
Chief’s Report---David Kaufman

Chief thanked President Witkowski for the kind words about the overnight crews.

Sunday Captain—Jake Levinsky---
Hello everyone and happy July, hope everyone had a good 4th of July! Hope everyone has been good and has been staying healthy so far. I would like to thank everyone who has helped out Sunday’s such as Tom Schirripa, Jeff O’Neill, Matt Philip, Colin Weigele, Jackie DeBruin, Casey McCormick, Kenney Cadet, and everyone else who has helped Sunday in general. All of your help means a lot to me. We’ve been 24 free in the month of June, making it only 1 24 in the year of 2022.

I’d like to congratulate the 1100 crew of Jackie De Bruin, Alex Hastava, David Kaufman, Sue Otto, Will Burton, and Keith Tetrault for a save from a drowning that came in around 13:00 on 6/26/22. I would also like to congratulate Alex Hastava for passing his medic course and having that be his first prehospital ROSC as a medic. I would also like to thank Felix Rivera-Medina and Matt Philip for answering up during the 1100 while we had 3 calls come in within 30 minutes.

I’d also like to shout out my crews on the overnight from 7/3/22. At around 00:32, we were dispatched to a fully involved structure fire. The crews consisted of myself, Matt Philip, Jackie de Bruin, Colin Weigele, John Stevens, Medic Emily Edgar, with backup personnel of Jackie Callinan, Bobby Loysch, and Melissa Anastos who answered up to pages from home. We had 5 patients, 3 were transported and 2 were RMAs. After each transport, crews bounced back and forth from the hospital to the scene, along with the backup crew of Jackie Callinan and Bobby Loysch taking one more call after the fire. We all didn't get back until 03:20 after a long night.

Help is needed on many shifts: 

Driver is needed for the 0700

Dispatcher and a full crew is needed for the 2300

Anyone available to help out, please let me know.

We’ve been having more and more accidents with our apparatuses so please make sure we are careful. We should not just be careful on the road whether we have our emergency lights on or not, also when we are parking lots, the hospital, or at the building. Please, if you have not already, review the email that had been sent out by Third Deputy Chief Bill Connolly in regards to this.

As always please remember to Clock IN and OUT on the same shift after completing either your 4 or 8 hour shift. You can use the finger reader by dispatch and the back door to see what time you clocked in so you can now tell what time you need to clock out to receive credit for the full shift. Also don’t forget to do your weekly checkouts and to clean up after yourselves after every call. If you use something on the rig, please clean up and restock if necessary. You are not the only one who uses the ambulances, and think about how you would feel if you found the ambulance you are using is messy and missing equipment.

Jacob Levinsky #1529



Monday Captain John Connors—
Thank you to the scheduled crews that come in every week and to the members who regularly answer up to help out.  I still need help on the 1100 and 1500 with DR and CL.  If anyone needs hours give me a call and come in.
Tuesday Captain Joe  Savaglio Report 

I would like to thank Robert Loysch, Dana Silverstein, Shannon Gore, Jacqueline Callinan, Salvatore Esposito for their help on the 1100 shift.  On the 2300 shift I would like to thank Liz Mohr, John Menard, Eric Nazinitsky, Alex Bayer, Ori Baer, Marissa Lindler, Alex Hastava and Brett Dowler for their help and assistance.  

We are looking for still looking for help (Crew Leader) on the 1100 Shift & (Driver) on the 1500 Shift.  On the 2300 shift we are looking for a permanent Dispatcher and crew leaders and drivers to help out whenever available.  Please contact me if you can help!

Thank you to all the Tuesday members for their hard work and dedication the past month!

Don’t forget to keep up to date on your monthly review training too!!  Anyone needing shifts we need you on Tuesdays so just text me when you would like to come in!  

Joseph Savaglio 

Member # 1549

Tuesday Day Captain
	

	

	


Wednesday Captain Dom Heavey.  I’ll be on vacation and I’ve posted all the positions and shifts I need help with.

Saturday Communication for the July Pulse

There have been many good developments from my last Pulse report.  Mike Como (1500) and Samantha Ryan (700) have returned to the schedule from Operational leave.  Alissa Barber (1500) and Ben Curry (1900) returned from Educational Leave.  Eve Pollack (1900) officially became a Saturday member as did Kevin Solano (700).   There are six members currently in the ACL program whom I expect to advance soon.

Paid ALS has returned to Saturday’s after a long hiatus, thanks to efforts of Alex Mullin, our Chief Medic and our Board of Directors approving a more competitive wage that is helping recruitment.  Most June shifts had a paid medic with Alex and new Medic Ben Galinson being on shift most frequently.  The infusion of returning members and medic availability has enhanced our culture, not too mention enhanced our response capabilities.

HCFAS squad is made up of very special people willing to sacrifice their valuable time, but those who regularly support 2300 shifts are a different breed.  There are only around 20 or so members who do a 2300 shift week in and week out and I am fortunate to have six members, Jackie DeBruin, Marissa Lindner, Ori Baer, Matt Philip, Jake Levinsky and Alex Hastava support the Saturday 2300 most weeks.  These members all also support other days.  While I have been mostly fortunate, most days struggle with this shift each week and it is one of the main reasons we do not have a lot of members run for captain each year.  If most members just do a couple of 2300 shifts a year, this would alleviate what has been an HCFAS problem forever.  Its probable you will not get your usual hours of sleep and you will feel more tired the next day.  But you will function fine, you will have filled in where the need is very high and there is something surreal about taking a call in the middle of the night when everything is quiet

Members of the week since my last report

June 18th – Tim Quigley and Suzie Biagi

June 11th – John Stevens and Alyssa Sorenson

June 4th – Alex Mullin

May 28th – Michael Jacoby

Stay safe everyone

Steven Benjamin

First Deputy Chief—Kate Donegan.  No Report
Second Deputy Chief—Dale Bartolomeo

Happy July everyone !!
Review Training
This months review training is on the topic of “Allergic Reactions” Thank you Mark brenner for putting this months training together.
Please complete all monthly review training on a monthly basis.
EPCRs
Please remember all PCRs must be completed and faxed within four hours If anyone needs more then 24 hours to complete a PCR they must Email myself and the chief with the reason why.
*************** INSURANCE INFO NEEDS TO BE OBTAINED ****************
We are seeing more and more PCRs without any insurance info !!!! This needs to be corrected. It’s one thing if you patient is found unconscious and there is no family or friend to provide the information, but if the patient is sick or having chest pain or intoxicated or fell and cut their arm !! We need to try our best to obtain the insurance information. MVAs also please remember to gather the car insurance info.
Classes
Anyone looking to take a EMT Refresher or original course there are multiple postings in the ready room.
If you signed up for registered for a CPAP or BLS 12 Lead class with the QR code please keep an eye out for an email with the info for an upcoming class.
Huntington Hospital 
Crews should continue to give pre hospital notifications for severe and traumatic calls so ER staff has time to prepare for your arrival.
Please reach out if anyone has any questions.
Third Deputy Chief---Bill Connolly
Greetings Members,
I have specific items to review for fueling the vehicles and monitoring supplies. 

Drivers: Do Not use the Shell gas station located at 161 New York Ave., Huntington for fuel.  The squad has ongoing litigation with this business.

When fueling-up the vehicles, the driver must get out and verify the correct fuel is being added to the vehicle.  All ambulances and van (88) use diesel and the fly cars use regular gasoline.
At the hospital, please check the outside partition for Squad items such as backboards, O2 tanks, splints and other supplies from the ambulance. When you return to the squad, please return the items to an ambulance or supply closet.

It’s been a bad four weeks.  There have been numerous accidents.  Please slow down

Have a safe and enjoyable summer !!

Chief David Kaufman GMM Report 7/11/22

Thank you everyone who came to services for Tom O’Leary. Though truly a somber occasion, I have rarely been more proud of our department for coming together in such a huge way. This incident also highlights the importance of our relationship with our neighboring departments. We were supported by Chief Brady as Chaplain, Manor and Huntington with a Flag Arch, Second Division County Coordinators Chiefs Bruce Smith and Scott Daryimple, and standbys from CSH, Greenlawn, Melville, Halesite, Plainview FD and Commack Ambulance.  Everything was offered without hesitation or reservation and they were truly there for us.

In addition to these kind gestures at his installation speech chief Brady mentioned HCFAS and thanked us for being part of the family.

I want to thank the following members specifically Jeffrey Brenner and Justin Chermak for organizing honor guard, Ex-Chief Martha Brenner for helping line people up, Brian Canty for ordering lunch.

I want to thank the following officers: Kaite Donegan for helping with all kinds of arrangements, Dominic Heavey for helping over the course of many days, Colin Weigele for issuing Class A uniforms, Jacob Levinsky for responding and Bill Connolly for helping with blood drive setup. 

Thank you all for covering the 4th of July and marching in the parade. We had approximately 30 people in attendance at the Parade including the Explorer Post.

Thank you to those who donated blood. We had 88 donations.

Huntington Manor Fire Department Parade and Fair

Wednesday July 20th, 2022

Meet at HQ at 6:00 PM and leave at 6:15 PM. 

Lineup at 6:30 PM on Oakwood Rd at Jefferson Elementary School ***New location***

Parade star ts at 7:30

Standby needs for this fair are posted in the ready room.   Class B uniform

East Northport Fire Department Parade and Fair

Wednesday August 3rd, 2022

Meet at HQ at 5:30 PM and leave at 5:45 PM. 

Line up location TBD with parade starting at 7:00 pm. 

Class B uniform

Greenlawn Fire Department Parade and Fair

Thursday September 1st, 2022

Meet at HQ at 5:30 PM and leave at 5:45 PM. 

Lineup at 6:00 PM at the St. Francis of Assisi Church on Clay Pitts Road, parade starts at 7:00 PM

Class B uniform

Food will be served at lineup for the firefighter parades. All parades count as probationary events. Class B uniform means navy pants, white uniform shirt, badge, nameplate, black shoes.

Possibility of State DOH inspections-

Excerpt from NYS DOH BEMS&TS 6/23/22 Briefing for EMS Agency Leadership and Providers: “Out doing spot checks as well as engaged in agency full service inspections. Giving 24 to 48 hour notice of coming to do full service inspections. Still somewhat backlogged. So far the agencies that have been inspected have not had any major hiccups.”

This is a good reminder to check our certifications, look for any expired items in the vehicles and be ready for inspection.

On another serious note, please be extremely careful with driving. The third deputy wrote a nice email report on the subject.

Please see REMSCO advisory regarding Mokeypox. We are monitoring the situation and will continue to keep you updated.

3 on a 16 Gift card:

Felix Rivera Medina and Jaqueline Callinan

Length of Service

5 Years: Michael Jacoby #1514

Committee Reports:
President Fiona Witkowski -- QA/QI Report 

Dr. Brandler gave a very interesting lecture on diabetic emergencies last month followed by case reviews. He is planning a lecture on respiratory problems next month which will include how to listen to and identify diff. erent lung sounds. If you respond to a call for difficulty breathing or shortness of breath, remember that lung sounds are a vital part of your assessment. Don’t forget to get the patient’s insurance!

If you would like a CME on a particular topic that has not been discussed in a while, please let me know and I will try to arrange a speaker.

Fund Drive: 
Reported by President Witkowski as per Mary Brenner—

To date, donations total $ 52,998.00

Director Bob Franz

2022 HCFAS Scholarship – Bob Franz
The Board of Directors approved the awarding of up to six (6) five hundred-dollar ($500) Squad scholarships to be given to any non-probationary HCFAS Squad member in good standing or a direct family member. Only four eligible applications were received and the recipients are: Alexander Bayer, son of Paul Bayer, Katie Block, daughter of Brian Block, Dana Roach, daughter of Sheryl Roach and Bryan Wong son of Karen Wong.

All 2022 winners will be precluded from entering the 2023 drawing.  
NYS Volunteer Ambulance and Rescue Association Scholarship-Deadline August 15th – Bob Franz

The NYS Volunteer Ambulance and Rescue Association scholarship application can be found on their website www.nysvara.org or on the bulletin board & must be received by August 15, 2022 (applications postmarked later then the deadline August 15, 2022 will not be considered).  This scholarship is open to squad members and post 215 members. Each year the NYSVARA provides up to three $500 scholarships. Scholarships are awarded on the basis of merit as determined by The Scholarship Committee of the Association, whose decisions are final. Applicant must be a high school senior in good academic standing and graduating in June of the year applying or an adult member furthering their education. Applicant must have applied to and be planning to enroll and pursue a course of study in an accredited college or university.
Designation of Beneficiary – Bob Franz Insurance Committee Chairperson

Reminder to review and update your beneficiary(s) especially if you went through any life changes, such as marriages, divorce, death or birth of loved ones.

Members wishing to check their designated beneficiary(s) on their VFIS Group Term Life Insurance or on their VFIS Accident & Sickness Policy please drop a note in Director Bob Franz’s mail box or the insurance committee mail box or email Bob Franz (robo4200@hotmail.com).  Eligible members under the squad’s group term life insurance program are generally covered for $50,000 (lower amounts if over 69 years of age). 

All active members are covered under the VFIS Accident & Sickness policy while on duty; the death benefit is $250,000. 

Your beneficiary(s) under the LOSAP program was indicated on your 2020 LOSAP benefit statement which was distributed to you in August 2021 unless you submitted a change since thereafter. 

NYS Volunteer Ambulance and Rescue Association Special Award Nominations -Deadline August 1st – Bob Franz

Nomination forms can be found on the NYSVARA.org website. Award categories are the same as the REMSCO awards. Awards will be presented at PulseCheck October 6 to 9th.

LOSAP Points – Bob Franz

Mid-Year is the best time to check your LOSAP points for 2022 and report any discrepancies in writing to the LOSAP Point Committee.  Finger read errors should be reported to your Day Captain on the Finger Read Adjustment Form found on top of the mail folder counter.

Special Events—Brian Canty
The squad picnic will be on Saturday August 13, 2022.  Menu to be determined and location at either Crestwood or Driftwood

No reports:
CME

Explorer Post

Uniform

Stand-by

Driver Training

Renaissance Downtown

Benevolent - if anyone needs assistance contact Brian Canty

Pulse—articles need to be in by the 25th of the month
Old / New Business:

Several issues were raised by members. 
· Joanne Vogel and Mary Winter questioned what action is taken by the officers after a driver has an accident and/or multiple accidents.  Has anyone been suspended or subject to retraining?   Chief said they are being retrained, the policy of handling accidents will be reviewed at the officers meeting and said he would get back to the membership regarding the issue. Tom Lemp asked if we are remediating our paid paramedics?

· Lorrie Stone asked about the action taken for people that haven’t done the mandated review training or are delinquent in numerous trainings.  Chief said we’ll look into it, we’ll do a follow up.
Mary Winter asked what happens if OHSA comes down and people haven’t done Bloodborne Pathogens?? We used to turn off a person’s fob. Chief said we’ll check on it.

· Rich Stone is concerned that we only have one fly for the paramedics, so do we have a backup plan?  He suggested we reserve 89 for backup.  He also asked about the status of 81. Chief said they were waiting for a part, which just came in.

· John Palmieri wanted to know if we have advertised for new paramedic stating the new pay raise.  President Witkowski said she will ask the lead medic. John also wanted to know if we have hired any new medics.  Chief said that would be brought up at the board meeting, we’re working on it.

President asked if everyone had fingered in, and did anyone else want to get into the Mets raffle?
Raffles:

$25 gift card to Applebees-----Annette Hershkowitz
$25 gift card to Lowes -   Alex Bayer

$25 gift card to the Cheesecake Factory – Carolyn Mullen

Bottle of Rose – Carol Nucci

Bottle of Pinot Noir – Suzi Biagi

Mets –2 tickets plus parking - Liz Mohr

Mets – 2 tickets – Jeff O’Neil

Thanks to the kitchen Committee for dinner:

Liz Mohr

Bob Biersack

Carol Nucci

Christy Stiles

Greg Orr

Meeting adjourned at 2000

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Nucci
Secretary
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