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Huntington Community First Aid Squad 1 
2024 General Membership Meeting 2 

Date: May 13, 2024 3 
 4 
Board of Directors and Operational Officers: 5 

President Fiona Witkowski PRESENT Chief William Connolly ABSENT 
Vice President Seth Fischer PRESENT First Deputy Chief Michael Como PRESENT 
Secretary Brian Canty ABSENT Second Deputy Chief Keith Rubenstein ABSENT 
Treasurer James Mallilo PRESENT Third Deputy Chief John Stevens ABSENT 
Robert Franz PRESENT Chief Dispatcher Melissa Anastos ABSENT 
Eric Kramer PRESENT Sunday Co. 1 Capt. James Kelly PRESENT 
Lehti Laas PRESENT Monday Co. 2 Capt. Lily Poplawski PRESENT 
Elizabeth Wood PRESENT Tuesday Co. 3 Capt. Brandon Eybergen ABSENT 
  Wednesday Co. 4 Capt. Dominic Heavey PRESENT 
  Thursday Co. 5 Capt. Jacqueline de 

Bruin 
ABSENT 

  Friday Co. 6 Capt. Eve Pollack PRESENT 
  Saturday Co. 7 Capt. Matthew Philip PRESENT 

 6 
Welcome to the May 2024 General Membership Meeting. Please take a moment to 7 
remember all those who have sacrificed their lives in the service of our Country. 8 
 9 
The Meeting will come to order at 1936 hours  10 
 11 
Acting Secretary Lehti Laas reported to President Fiona Witkowski that the required 12 
quorum of 50 members are present per the sign in sheet (eligible members 63). 13 
 14 
Chief William Connolly and Secretary Brian Canty express their apologies for their 15 
absences at tonight’s General Membership meeting. 16 

Pledge of Allegiance Led by Robert Franz - Let us take a moment to honor our brave 17 
Troops who continue to fight overseas.  18 

Celebration of Mary Brenner’s 100th Birthday – Mary was born on May 15, 1924 19 
 20 
Introduction of Huntington Legislator Tom Donnelly and Brenda Morrisey, Secretary of 21 
the NYS Volunteer Ambulance & Rescue Association.   Legislator Tom Donnelly gave 22 
thanks to Mary and her many achievements throughout her 100 years.  Brenda also 23 
thanked Mary for her major accomplishment. 24 
 25 
In honor of her 100th Birthday, Mary was presented with a plaque and two (2) 26 
Proclamations. Assemblyman Steve Stern was unable to attend the meeting tonight. On 27 
his behalf, member Andrea Golinsky presented Mary with a Proclamation from his 28 
office. 29 
 30 
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President Witkowski invited Mary to cut her Birthday Cake and everyone sang Happy 31 
Birthday.  32 
 33 
The President and the Officers and Committees have posted all reports on the 34 
white board instead of giving oral reports. Any questions regarding the 35 
information on the white board should be asked when that office gives their 36 
report.  37 
 38 
Get Well Wishes, Condolences and Prayers: 39 
 40 
Sending Get Well wishes to Mary Winter #485 on her recovery from surgery in April. 41 

 42 
Sending Get Well wishes to Ex-Chief and Ex-President Roger Winter #496 for a speedy  43 
recovery from his surgery. Phone calls are welcome. 44 
 45 
Sending Get Well Wishes to Sunday Day Captain James Kelly #1523 who was recently 46 
hospitalized for a gastro-intestinal issue. James has returned and he is doing well. 47 
 48 
 49 
President Fiona Witkowski – Report Posted 50 
 51 
Last week, Mary Brenner who turns 100 years old on Wednesday, was honored by the 52 
Town of Huntington for her service to the squad. She and her family appeared on CBS 53 
and NBC television and our local Channel 12 News. Newsday was here today to 54 
interview Mary and the article should be in tomorrow’s paper. Congratulations Mary and 55 
thank you to all the members who attended the event at Town Hall. Pictures will be 56 
posted on our website. 57 
 58 
At the last board meeting we took in three new members: Isilma Reyes-Canales, Jacob 59 
Zaidel and Matthew Jones. Welcome to HCFAS! If you are here this evening, please 60 
stand. We also, Welcome new Paramedic, Ray Langer. 61 
 62 
Shortly, we will be replacing the last three air conditioning units, so, now all the air 63 
conditioning units that were installed over twenty years ago have been replaced and we 64 
should be able to keep cool over the summer months. 65 
 66 
Sunday marks the beginning of EMS week, the 50th Anniversary of this event. We will 67 
be kicking off with an Open House from 11:00 AM until 3:00 PM and if you would like to 68 
help with this event, please contact Michelle Franco. As I stated in my Pulse article, 69 
EMS Week was originally authorized by President Gerald Ford and the theme this year 70 
is “Honoring Our Past, Forging Our Future”. Thank you to everyone here for your help in 71 
making HCFAS so successful. Let’s continue to forge our future by coming up with new 72 
ideas, honing in on our skills and keeping up with new developments in EMS. 73 
 74 
Vice President Seth Fischer 75 



General Membership Meeting 

May 2024 General Membership Final  Page 3 of 15 

Any administrative members who would like their 2nd quarter meal allowance, please 76 
come see me on duty this Friday. 77 
 78 
Acting Secretary’s Report – Lehti Laas 79 
 80 
Motion by Acting Secretary Lehti Laas and seconded by Jeffrey Brenner to approve the  81 
April 8th 2024 General Membership Meeting Minutes as amended and posted. 82 
………………………………………………………..Motion Approved Unanimously 83 
. If you can help at all please let me know! 84 
 85 
Treasurer’s Report – James Mallilo – Report Posted  86 
 87 

 88 
 89 
Chief’s Report – William Connolly – Absent - Report Posted and Given by First 90 
Deputy Chief Michael Como 91 
 92 
Greetings Members,  93 
 94 
On Sunday, May 19th from 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM. Michelle Franco is Chairing our Open 95 
House. There will be raffles, touch-a-truck, hands only CPR, blood pressure screening, 96 
bike team demos and most importantly membership recruitment. Your help would be 97 
greatly appreciated so please sign up in the ready room. Thank you all for everything 98 
you do for HCFAS and the community. 99 

5500 Billing Services 10,884.91$    
6000 EMS 10,368.44$    
6100 Vehicles 11,776.84$    
6200 Building 34,821.97$    
6300 Utilities 6,666.03$      
6400 Communications 2,755.21$      
6500 Accountant -$                
6600 Insurance 41,782.19$    
6700 Office 1,389.31$      
6800 Uniforms 6,234.38$      
6900 Members Inspection 43,420.40$    
7000 Training 1,280.30$      
7100 Public Relations -$                
7300 Subsistence 4,238.57$      
8000 Other 1,021.94$      
8070 New Member Screen  -$                

Total 176,640.49$  

TREASURER'S EXPENSE REPORT
April 1, 2024  - April 30, 2024
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This year’s NYS EMS Memorial Induction Ceremony will be held on Tuesday, May 22, 100 
at 11:00 AM on the grounds of the Empire State Plaza in Albany. Eight EMS providers 101 
who gave their lives in the line of duty will be honored this year. If you can attend the 102 
ceremony, please sign up in the ready room.  103 

The Town will be issuing electronic beach passes this year. There will be no physical 104 
sticker. To sign up use the link below. It is recommended that you use your smart 105 
phone, since an image of your vehicle registration (paper, not window sticker), driver’s 106 
license and proof of membership must be included. Passes will only be provided to 107 
Town of Huntington residents. 108 

https://www.huntingtonny.gov/fire-beach-permit 109 

On Memorial Day, we remember the soldiers of the armed forces who made the 110 
ultimate sacrifice defending our country and way of life. Please keep them and their 111 
families in your thoughts and prayers on this day of remembrance. 112 

Please join us in commemoration of Memorial Day for the Wreath service at the 113 
Huntington Town Hall, Sunday, May 26th, at 12:00 PM on the Huntington Veterans 114 
Plaza, 100 Main Street. The Memorial Day Parade will take place on Monday, May 115 
27th, signup sheets for both events will be in the ready room. 116 
 117 
There will be an Annual Blood Drive in honor of Brian Plante which will be  118 
held at HCFAS HQ on June 15, 2024 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. We hope to see you 119 
there.  Suzie Biagi spoke very eloquently about Brian. He was a former student of hers 120 
and he was a great young man who came from an amazing family. Brian possessed 121 
many great characteristics and qualities. 122 
 123 
I wish all the Mothers a very Happy Mother’s Day! 124 
 125 
Length of Service Awards: 126 
15 Years of Service:  127 
Tim Quigley  128 
Tim Quigley – Thanked the members for honoring him for 15 years of service. He had 129 
two (2) CPR Saves and met the love of his life at HCFAS. He is very thankful for his 130 
time at HCFAS. 131 
 132 
10 Years of Service: 133 
Joan Florio 134 
 135 
First Deputy Chief – Michael Como – Report Posted 136 
 137 
Thank you everyone for your hard work. 138 
 139 
Quarter Requirements/Gift Card/LOSAP: 140 
 141 

1 48 Quarterly shift-hours per quarter 142 

https://www.huntingtonny.gov/fire-beach-permit
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The HCFAS calendar year is broken into four quarters. Q1 1/1-3/31, Q2 4/1-6/30, 143 
Q3 7/1-9/30 and Q4 10/1-12/31. Each member needs to complete 48 shift-hours 144 
during each of these three month blocks. Members that fail to hit 48 hours in any 145 
given quarter receive a letter of intent from the 1st Deputy (currently me) and are 146 
in bad standing until they catch up on hours. If a member that received a letter is 147 
short for another consecutive quarter, they will be suspended for two weeks by 148 
the Chief. A third delinquent quarter results in an indefinite suspension pending a 149 
hearing. More information can be found in the SOPS Article II, Section 1 (pg 8). 150 

 151 
2. 36 shifts completed prior to December 1st 152 

To be eligible to receive a gift card on our Squad Election Day, a member must 153 
be in good standing and have completed 36 shifts by December 1st. This is 36 154 
completed shifts. A list of eligible members is provided to the Board of Directors. 155 
More information can be found in the SOPS Article X, Section 1, 17G (pg 72). 156 

 157 
3. 50 LOSAP Points per calendar year 158 

The Town of Huntington sponsors the Length of Service Awards Program 159 
(LOSAP) for HCFAS. Since 2020 our LOSAP program awards $30 per month for 160 
each qualifying year (minimum of 5 years required to be vested) once you reach 161 
the age of entitlement of 65. An example would be that you have 10 qualifying 162 
years of service and then you will receive $300.00 a month at the age of 65. 163 
 164 
A member can only have a qualifying year towards LOSAP if they hit 50 LOSAP 165 
points. It is highly recommended that every member strives to fall safely over 50 166 
points each year in case they are audited and lose points during the audit. Points 167 
are awarded for completing duty tours, going on calls, completing your monthly 168 
review trainings, attending meetings, etc. Everyone’s LOSAP points are posted in 169 
the ready room periodically throughout the year. 170 

 171 
Thank You to the Stand-By Committee – Kenney Cadet, Suzanne Philip and Peyton 172 
Kalb for getting those standbys covered. 173 
 174 
Second Deputy Chief – Keith Rubenstein  – Absent - Report Posted and Given by 175 
Day Captain Dominic Heavey 176 
 177 
Hello Everyone,  178 
Please do your Review trainings and please keep well hydrated as the weather gets 179 
warm and watch out for motorcycles and pedestrians.  180 
 181 
There will be a difficult airway class that Chief Stevens has arranged and made 182 
available for all credentialed ALS providers.  183 
 184 
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Third Deputy Chief – John Stevens – Absent - Report Posted 185 
 186 
Good Evening All,  187 
I hope that you are all enjoying the warmer weather.  188 
All units are up and running as of today. There are some issues going on with 17 and 19 189 
which should only be used as 5th and 6th due until they are repaired. Please make sure 190 
you are completing your Part 800 and Driver check outs, keeping the ambulance 191 
stocked with the required quantity of necessary materials. We’ve been lacking on this 192 
recently. We’ve seen an increase in ambulances being left in disarray after a shift. 193 
Please make sure you’re cleaning up after yourself.  194 

Recently we have added the capability to Share PCR’s with SCPD in the event you 195 
have a Med-cat ride on the call with you. The ESO committee will be sending out an 196 
email with instructions on how to complete this. Please make sure you are gathering 197 
insurance info when available as these are considered ALS runs.  198 

We will be hosting an event for probationary members for the Memorial day parade to 199 
help wash trucks. If you are in need of event credit this is a good time to get one. 200 
Please reach out to your Day Captain as the date approaches and they can better 201 
direct you.  202 

Any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out.  203 
 204 
Ambulances:  205 
Unit 16 - In service  206 
Unit 17- In service - Electrical Issue (Leaving to Proliner).  207 
Unit 18 - In service.  208 
Unit 19 - In service - Oil Leak (Going out as soon as we get a date)  209 
Unit 20 - In service.  210 
Unit 21 - In service.  211 
Unit 80 - In service.  212 
Unit 81 - In service  213 
Unit 82 - In service  214 
Unit 88 - In service.  215 
Unit 89 - In service.  216 
 217 

Chief Dispatcher – Melissa Anastos – Absent - Report Posted and Given by Day 218 
Captain Eve Pollack 219 

I had every intention of being there tonight, until my boss called me at 1030 with a crazy 220 
job that is due on Thursday. I am so sorry to miss this meeting, especially since I really 221 
wanted the treadmill! Congratulations to whoever won it! 222 

2024: 223 
Calls through 5/12/24: 2247 224 
24’s: 40 225 
Average 2 time: 3:04 minutes 226 
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2023: 227 
Calls through 5/12/23: 2174 228 
24’s: 3 229 
Average 2 Time: 2:51 230 
Year to date, we have had: five 24’s between 0100 and 0200; seven 24’s between 1100 231 
and 2200; five 24’s between 1400 and 1500; nine 24’s between 0700 and 1100; and six 232 
24’s between 1700-2300.   233 
 234 
Monday’s had the most 24’s with eleven, followed by Friday’s with nine and Sunday’s 235 
with seven. Tuesday and Wednesday both had 4 each, Thursday had 3 and Saturday 236 
had 2.  237 

We have only had five 24’s since April 1st – This huge decrease in signal 24’s are due to 238 
Mondays and Fridays placing a 3rd due crew on their schedules throughout the day. 239 
Thank you to our Monday and Friday day captains for thinking of this, and to everyone 240 
who has stepped up and helped out on these days! Also, thank you to anyone who has 241 
answered pages.  242 

Please note: Only 23% of our 24’s occurred on the 2300-0700 shift.  243 

We have acquired many new members in the past few months, and Mike Barker is 244 
working diligently at moving existing EMT’s through dispatch training. Thank you, Mike, 245 
and my dispatchers who are training these new members, for all of your hard work! 246 

We do still need more people to listen and answer up. We recently obtained new pagers 247 
so that more members can listen up. If you need a pager, please contact me at 248 
chief.dispatcher@hcfas.org, or leave a note in my mailbox. Our weekly needs are 249 
emailed and posted on the white board and now on Facebook each week. If you are 250 
able to help, please do. If you need assistance downloading the app that we use, please 251 
see any Day Captain or Chief.  252 

Again, if anyone needs a mail folder, please leave me a note in my mailbox or email 253 
me.  254 

Please Note – If anyone needs or wants a Pager, please reach out to the Chief 255 
Dispatcher, Melissa Anastos. 256 
 257 
Company 1 - Sunday Day Captain  James Kelly 258 
Thank You for all the support on Sundays.  This past Sunday the 07:00 crew got hit with 259 
some heavy calls.  Please remember if you have a bad call, reach out and we have 260 
resources that we can contact to come and talk to the crew, or of if would like to speak 261 
to someone privately please reach out the hotline CISM Team hotline at (631) 924-262 
5435.. 263 
 264 
Company 2 - Monday Day Captain Lily Poplawski – Report Posted 265 
 266 
Happy May!  267 
 268 

mailto:chief.dispatcher@hcfas.org
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Thank you to everyone who came down to help the last few weeks: Kenny Cadet, 269 
James Kelly, Barry Winter, Eve Pollack, Chelsea Keatley, Shannon Gore, Vera Ehlers, 270 
Tim Quigley, Andrew Guisto, Patrick Donegan, Melissa Anastos, Peyton Kalb, Susie 271 
Philip, John Stevens, Matt Philip, Michael Vincent and many others. Your help is truly 272 
appreciated.  273 

  274 
Please consider picking some Monday shifts! We had 2 more 24s in April (I think) due to  275 
the clustered call volume we get. Just two weeks ago we had 20 calls in under 8 hours! 276 
The following permanent openings are available for members looking for a shift.  277 
 278 
0700 Shift: DR/CL 279 
1100 Shift: CL/DR & FULL CREW 280 
1900 Shift: DR 281 
2300 Shift: DR & FULL CREW 282 
 283 
Additionally, if you’re looking for a new permanent shift now is the perfect time to 284 
change.  If you are interested in coming to Company 2, please come see me.  285 
 286 
Memorial Day is right around the corner! A LOT of help is needed and a sign-up for 287 
shifts has been posted downstairs. If you are a company 2 member and will not be here, 288 
please seek coverage.  289 
 290 
Probationary members! Please be on the lookout for upcoming Company 2 work details 291 
as the weather gets nicer. Please remember you need 5 meetings and 5 events as well 292 
as all RTs to come off Probation.   293 
 294 
Please continue to do your checkouts and keep radios on and with you on all calls. 295 
Keep up the great work! 296 
 297 
Thank you all for your consistent hard work and dedication on Mondays.  Please be 298 
safe and I look forward to seeing you all around at some point!  299 
 300 
If you have any questions, comments or other concerns you can reach me via email at 301 
Monday.Captain@hcfasg.org or on my personal cell phone at 631-374-5663. 302 
 303 
 304 
Company 3 – Tuesday Day Captain Brandon Eybergen – Absent - Report Posted 305 
 306 
Good Evening,  307 
 308 
I’m out of town at NYC PSAC 2 at work for FDNY EMS Dispatch so I’m unable to  309 
attend tonight’s meeting. 310 
 311 
There are NO CL or DR on Tuesdays 2300 Shift:  312 
 313 

mailto:Monday.Captain@hcfasg.org
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Please help your community or we will have to scrape necessary funding for 314 
recreational activities that we all enjoy to start paying Paid BLS, scary right? 315 
 316 
May is Mental Health awareness month. That being said a lot goes beyond the scenes 317 
of ones personal life that we may not know on the surface level. If you ever need 318 
someone to talk to please reach out to myself, a friend, family member, therapist or the 319 
CISM Team hotline at  (631) 924-5435. 320 
 321 
April Showers brings us new members? 322 
 323 
Company 3 has two (2) new members, 324 
 325 
On the 1500 Shift -  #1718 - Isilma Reyes Canales 326 
On the 2300 Shift -  #1730 - Jacob Zaidel 327 
 328 
Company 4 - Wednesday Day Captain Dominic Heavey – Report Posted 329 
 330 
Good Evening to All, 331 
  332 
Happy 100th Birthday to Mary Brenner! 333 
 334 
Wednesday’s have had NO 24’s in the Month of April and still stand with (2) for the 335 
Year. 336 
 337 
Welcome New Member Michael Gallagher to our 19:00 shift, Michael is a former 338 
Explorer Post 215 member. 339 
 340 
Over the past few weeks I have noticed that some members are NOT cleaning or 341 
restocking the Ambulances after a call. This also goes for refilling the vehicle. Please be 342 
sure to help out the next Crew that comes in after you. 343 
 344 
Driving:  345 
Now that the Summer months are fast approaching and school will soon be out for the 346 
summer care must be taken when we drive. If you do get into an accident you MUST 347 
report it to the Dispatcher who will in turn, let the Chief’s and the Officer of the day 348 
know. You must also retrieve a Police Report and complete all paper work and leave it 349 
in the appropriate mailboxes. 350 

I still need help on the Overnight – A Driver and Crew Leader are needed. 351 

Thank you and be Safe out there! 352 

 353 
Company 5 - Thursday Day Captain Jacqueline de Bruin – Absent – No Report  354 
 355 
Company 6 - Friday Day Captain Eve Pollack – Report Posted 356 
 357 
Hello Everyone!  358 
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 359 
Another month down, another signal 24 free month! Next week, May 19th-25th is the 360 
50th annual EMS week. As volunteer first responders your unwavering dedication is 361 
truly inspiring and I am so grateful to be part of HCFAS! In my humble opinion, every 362 
week should be EMS week!  363 
 364 
Shout-out to Stephanie Cortes (#1426) who has officially been at HCFAS for 10 years. 365 
We are so lucky to have you! Another special shout-out to Arlene Lindsay, Matthew 366 
Jones, Seth Fischer, Leo Terrones-Nunez, Thomas Schirripa, Jess Mason, Israel 367 
Cortes, Lorrie Stone, Hector Feliciano-Nieves and Keith Tamayo who were able to 368 
cover 6 calls in the span of 2 hours.  369 
 370 
Thank you to all company 6 members and beyond for keeping the whole day running 371 
smoothly and covering practically every shift!  372 
 373 
For this week, a CL is needed on the overnight!  374 
 375 
Please let me know if you are available to do some or any of those shifts. First Aiders 376 
and ACLs  are always welcome so come on down and spend your Fridays with us - get 377 
to know what Company 6 is all about!  378 
 379 
Company 7 - Saturday Day Captain Matthew Philip – Report Posted 380 
 381 
Good Evening Members,  382 
 383 
Thank you Michael to Vincent Terry, Jr., John Stevens, Jackie de Bruin, Jake Levinsky, 384 
Lauren Groser, Peyton Kalb, Sofia Mercuri, Suzanne Philip, Mike Capotosto, Evelyn 385 
and Kemberlin Hernandez, Matthew Jones, Luke Weiner for helping out on 2300 shifts 386 
this month. 387 
 388 
The Saturday schedule is looking good. An overnight shift is a good way to catch up on 389 
hours or gain LOSAP points. If anyone wants to come down for a shift, contact me at 390 
(631)-553-3135.  391 
 392 
We also try to complete training such as BLS arrest, Chest Pain and Diabetic issue 393 
scenarios.  394 
 395 
Company 7 needs a CL on the 1100 shift, a CL and a full crew on the 1500 shift and a 396 
CL/DR on the 1900 shift. 397 
 398 
Delegate & Committee Reports 399 
 400 
LOSAP 2023 Points – Bob Franz  401 
 402 
The 2023 LOSAP Records List was approved by the Huntington Town Board on April 403 
11, 2024.  In compliance with General Municipal Law, the approved list was returned to 404 
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the Squad and posted on the bulletin board for a mandatory 30-day period. It is 405 
requested that each member review the information next to their name and report any 406 
changes in writing to President Witkowski with a copy to Director Bob Franz. Each 407 
reported change must be clearly identified and explained with supporting 408 
documentation, if applicable. Please also verify that your legal name is properly 409 
indicated. The posted list will be returned to the TOH at the end of the week for further 410 
processing. The Town’s independent CPA firm is in process of performing an audit of 411 
the point list. 412 
 413 
2024 HCFAS Scholarship – Deadline July 1st – Bob Franz 414 
The Board of Directors approved the awarding of up to six (6) five hundred-dollar ($500) 415 
Squad scholarships to be given to any non-probationary HCFAS Squad member in 416 
good standing or a direct family member (spouse, son, daughter, brother, sister) 417 
residing in the same home as the non-probationary HCFAS member in good 418 
standing.  A drawing will be held at the July 2024 General Membership Meeting to 419 
select from those applicants who have applied to Director Bob Franz as of July 1st with 420 
the appropriate application form, as supplied by HCFAS, and with the required 421 
qualifying evidence.  Director Franz will receive from the Chief, a declaration that those 422 
applicants are non-probationary Squad members in good standing or family members of 423 
non-probationary Squad members in good standing.  These scholarships are to be an 424 
incentive for the applicants, who must submit documentation (academic transcripts) of 425 
at least a 2.0 grade point average for the preceding school year.  The applicant must 426 
have been enrolled for and completed a minimum of six (6) college credit hours per 427 
semester (a minimum of two semesters is required) or the equivalent period at a 428 
vocational school.   All 2023 scholarship winners are not eligible for the 2024 429 
scholarship drawing. The application form is included in this Pulse and is posted on the 430 
bulletin board and website. The form can also be found on the mail folder counter at the 431 
Squad.  432 
Incomplete applications submitted to Director Franz will be returned and not processed 433 
– all required documentation must be attached. All 2024 winners will be precluded from 434 
entering the drawing the following year.   435 
 436 
Legislation: 437 
Governor’s Budget 24/25 & Legislation: The approved NYS budget was not kind to 438 
EMS. Apparently, the legislature would like to see various EMS items become law via 439 
the legislative process with stand alone bills. There are several stand alone bills 440 
pending in the legislature. Letters or emails should be written and sent to our legislators 441 
to support these bills. President Witkowski has sent letters on behalf of the HCFAS. The 442 
recent NYSVARA’s legislative committee email that was sent to all our members to 443 
support various Federal bills via an easy to use on line legislative system via the 444 
NAEMT. 445 
 446 
EMT-CC Sunset Update: After the discussion and presentation by Chief Mark Brenner 447 
at our last GMM, Chief Gregory Miglino of South Country Ambulance and two other 448 
members of his squad were in Troy, NY last Tuesday (5/7/24) and Greg spoke against 449 
the sunset of EMT-CC at the SEMSCO meeting and answered several related 450 
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questions. Thank you President Witkowski for sending a letter opposing the EMT-CC 451 
sunset in July 2027. 452 
 453 
OSHA 29 CFR 1910.156 Comment Deadline extended to 6/21/24 – Information 454 
obtained from various sources have been distributed to the President and Chief to 455 
assist them in their review and comment on this document by the deadline date. There 456 
are sections that are related to EMS. 457 
 458 
NYS DOH EMS Memorial Dedication – Albany, NY -The date has been changed from  459 
May 22, 2024 to a date in September or October 2024. Once a new Flyer is available, it 460 
will be Posted.  461 
 462 
SEMSCO / REMSCO 2023 State EMS Awards Program – Nomination Deadline has 463 
been extended to Friday May 24, 2024 at 5:00 PM  – Flyer previously distributed and 464 
posted.  465 
 466 
Suffolk REMSCO meeting is tomorrow evening at SCEMS and SCACA meeting is on 467 
Wednesday evening at Medford VAS. 468 
 469 
Suffolk County EMS Week: Chief Greg Miglino, Jr., of South Country Ambulance 470 
reported that County Executive Ed Romaine and Legislator Dominick Thorne will be 471 
holding a "Bill Signing Ceremony" on Monday, May 20th, at 1100 hours at South Country 472 
Ambulance.  The purpose will be to sign into law a bill that permanently makes the 3rd 473 
week of May each years "EMS Week" in the County of Suffolk.  This bill signing is being 474 
held to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of EMS Week across the nation. 475 
 476 
Wishing Mary Brenner a Happy 100th Birthday!  477 
 478 
Downtown Huntington/ NYSVARA - Andrea Golinsky – Spoke about the NYS 479 
Legislature Bill. She advised the members to read The letter, sign it and forward the 480 
signed request back to Albany. Andrea is our Public Information Officer (Public 481 
Relations).  482 
 483 
Benevolent Committee – Brian Canty – If there is a need from any member please 484 
contact Brian Canty for assistance. 485 
 486 
CME – Pamela Brenner Davis – For those who do not know, Pam is the CME 487 
coordinator for HCFAS.  If you have any questions or need any help with your CME, 488 
please contact me.  Mark Brenner will be teaching a rapid CORE CME refresher course 489 
over the summer. It will take one full week to get all the CORE CME’s needed for EMT 490 
Re-certification. Please contact Pam if you are interested in refreshing your EMT 491 
Certification via CME training. 492 
 493 
Driver Training – Jeffrey Brenner/Dominic Heavey – Schools will soon be out of 494 
session. Please Drive Carefully! 495 
 496 
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Explorer Post 215 – Susanna Otto & Meg Callinan – We have Four (4) Post 497 
Members that will be joining HCFAS as adults. If you know anyone who would be 498 
interested in joining the Explorers please contact Sue Otto.  499 
 500 
Fund Drive Committee – Mary Brenner/Joan Florio – As of May 9, 2024 the Fund 501 
Drive Committee collected a total of $54,592.00 in Donations. 502 
 503 
Pulse Committee – David Mohr – All Reports and Articles are due the 25th of the 504 
month.  505 
 506 
Stand-By Committee – Peyton Kalb/Suzanne Philip – We have a lot of Standby’s this  507 
Month and we will be needing many volunteers. Sign up sheets will be posted in the 508 
ready room. Any and all assistance will be greatly appreciated. Please contact Peyton 509 
or Suzanne. 510 
 511 
Stand-bys: 512 
 513 
There are many standby opportunities coming up. Keep an eye out for postings from the  514 
Stand-by committee. 515 
 516 
A huge Thank you to everyone who has stepped up to help cover standbys this year. 517 
 518 
So far, we have the following heroes to thank: 519 
 520 
Pins/Tokens of Appreciation were distributed by Peyton Kalb and Suzanne Philip to the 521 
following Members who participated in Stand-bys: 522 
 523 
Member # Name 

1283 Ex-Chief Casey Orr 

1309 Chief Dispatcher Melissa Anastos 
1505 Paul Bayer 

1512 Captain Brandon Eybergen 

1616 Captain Lily Poplawski 

1619 Kenney Cadet 

1627 3rd Deputy Chief John Stevens 

1631 Captain Matt Philip 
1637 Captain Eve Pollack 

1657 Jerry Hernandez 

1697 Michael Terry, Jr. 

1698 Christian Caballero 
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1703 Suzanne Philip 

1712 Michael Bardunias 
 524 
Please consider doing a Stand-by this year to join the list of honorees! 525 
 526 
Uniform Committee – Carol Nucci  527 
Carol asked what was happening regarding the new uniform code.  There was a 528 
discussion regarding the proper procedures to submit the code  529 
 530 
New Business:  531 
 532 
Nancy Barker – Is graciously giving away a Brand New Floor Lamp to anyone who is 533 
interested. You must pick the lamp up at the Barker residence. Please contact Nancy 534 
for further details. 535 
 536 
Dominic Heavey – The Defendant accused of taking Allison Russo’s life, if convicted, 537 
will receive 25 years to life in prison. 538 
 539 
Old Business: 540 
 541 
Andrea Golinsky – Spoke about HCFAS Uniform distribution guidelines and where you 542 
stood as a member regarding uniform distribution. 543 
 544 
In Closing: 545 
 546 
Has everyone fingered in? 547 
 548 
Thank you to those who have helped prepare tonight’s dinner:  549 
 550 
Social and Kitchen Committees: A Special thanks to Lisa Mohr, Bob Biersack, Angie 551 
Kalodoukas, Carol Nucci, Gregory Orr, Christy Stiles, Claire Tesoriero, and Kevin 552 
McCann. 553 

 554 
Various Raffles: 555 
 556 
Cheesecake Factory Gift Card ($25) – Suzette Crespo 557 
Chipotle Gift Card ($25) – Mary Brenner 558 
Exxon Mobil Gas Card ($25) – Joan Florio 559 
Home Depot Gift Card ($25) – Andrea Golinsky 560 
Bottle of Red Wine – Ann Schwartz 561 
Bottle of White Wine – Peyton Kalb 562 
Treadmill – Heidie Magerle 563 
 564 
Members in Attendance: Eligible Members 65, Probationary Members 20, Total: 83 565 
 566 
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Motion made by Paul Shapiro and seconded by Pam Brenner to adjourn the  567 
General Membership meeting at 2045 hours. 568 
………………………………………MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 569 
 570 
Respectfully Submitted, 571 
 572 

Christine A. Tedone 573 
Recording Secretary 574 
 575 

Brian Canty 576 
Secretary 577 
Draft posted: May 29, 2024 578 
Draft Approved: June 10, 2024 579 
2024 GMM Attendance Jan Feb Mar April May 
President Fiona Witkowski P P P P P 
Vice President Seth Fischer A P P P P 
Secretary Brian Canty P P P P A 
Treasurer James Mallilo P P P A P 
Robert Franz P P P P P 
Eric Kramer A P A P P 
Lehti Laas P A P A P 
Elizabeth Wood   P P P P 

      
Chief William Connolly P P P P A 
First Deputy Chief Michael Como P P A A P 
Second Deputy Chief Keith Rubenstein A P P P A 
Third Deputy Chief John Stevens P A A P A 
Chief Dispatcher Melissa Anastos A A A P A 
Sunday Co. 1 Capt. Grant Werner P A P P P 
Monday Co. 2 Capt. Lily Poplawski P P A P P 
Tuesday Co. 3 Capt. Brandon Eybergen A A A P A 
Wednesday Co. 4 Capt. Dominic Heavey P P P P P 
Thursday Co. 5 Capt. Jacqueline de Bruin P P A A A 
Friday Co. 6 Capt. Eve Pollack P P P P P 
Saturday Co. 7 Capt. Matthew Philip P P P P P 

 580 
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